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ADVERTISEMENT. 

This  work  has  been  prepared  from  mate- 
rials, furnished  by  three  English  works  on 
something  of  a  similar  plan.  The  simplest 
language  has  been  used  throughout,  and 
generally  the  very  words  of  the  common 
version  of  the  Scriptures  have  been  adopted. 
The  engravings  in  the  volume  will  add  much 
to  its  value,  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
designed. 

"The  young, "  says  the  preface  to  an 
English  volume  to  which  we  have  been  much 
indebted,  "must  first  be  made  acquainted 
with  that  which  is  most  striking  and  most 
important;  they  must  have  single  transactions 
and  individual  characters  presented  to  them; 
and  at  a  more  advanced  age  they  will  be  able 
to  comprehend  the  connexion  and  the  relative 
importance   of  the  whole   series  of  events, 


IV  ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  author  trusts  that  the  brief  narratives, 
which  are  here  offered  to  the  notice  of  chil- 
dren, will  incite  them  to  read  fuller  and  more 
connected  accounts  of  the  same  transactions, 
and,  above  all,  to  apply  frequently  to  that 
sacred  fount,  from  which  the  materials  of  this 
volume*  are  derived. " 
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BIBLE  STORIES. 


ADAM  AND  EVE. 

The  first  man  that  ever  lived  was  Adam, 
the  father  of  all  mankind;  and  the  first  woman 
was  Eve,  his  wife. 

God  placed  them  in  a  beautiful  garden,  full 
of  fruits  and  flowers,  in  a  warm  and  pleasant 
country.  And  he  told  them  that  they  might 
eat  the  fruit  of  all  the  trees,  except  the  fruit 
of  one  tree  in  the  midst  of  the  garden.  Of 
that  they  might  not  eat. 

Here  Adam  and  Eve  might  have  been  very 
happy;  but  they  would  not  mind  what  God 
had  told  them.  Eve  took  of  the  fruit  of  the 
forbidden  tree,  and  ate,  and  gave  some  to  her 
husband,  who  ate  also.  And  God  punished 
Adam  and  Eve,  because  they  had  been  so 
wicked  as  to  do  what  he  had  told  them  not  to 
do.     He  brought  great  trouble  upon  them, 
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and  made  them  labor  in  sorrow  for  their 
oread;  and  he  sent  them  forth  from  the  beau- 
iful  garden  where  they  at  first  lived,  and 
never  let  them  come  to  it  again. 

This  story  teaches  us,  that  we  should  never 
allow  ourselves  to  do  what  God  has  com- 
manded us  not  to  do.  He  knows  our  wants, 
and  provides  for  them  with  the  kindness  of  a 
bountiful  father.  He  is  our  creator  and  pre- 
server, and  we  owe  him  a  perfect  and  willing 
obedience. 

It  likewise  teaches  us  to  be  content  with 
the  good  things  which  God  has  given  us. 


CAIN  AND  ABEL. 

Adam  and  Eve  had  two  sons,  called  Cain 
and  Abel.  Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground, 
and  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  sheep.  Each  of 
the  brothers  brought  an  offering  to  God. 
Cain  brought  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
and  Abel  brought  the  first  lamb  of  his  flock. 
And  God  was  pleased  with  the  offering  of 
Abel,  because  he  was  a  good  man,  and  of- 
fered it  with  a  sincere  spirit;   but  he  was  not 
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pleased  with  the  offering  of  Cain,  because  it 
was  not  made  with  gratitude  and  devotion. 

This  made  Cain  very  angry;  and  one  day, 
when  he  was  in  the  field  with  his  brother 
Abel,  he  rose  up  against  him  and  slew  him. 
And  God  said  to  Cain,  (  Where  is  Abel  thy 
brother?'  And  he  said,  '  I  know  not;  am 
I  my  brother's  keeper?'  And  God  said, 
6  What  hast  thou  done  ?  The  voice  of  thy 
brother's  blood  crieth  to  me  from  the  ground.5 
God  also  told  him,  that  for  this  great  sin,  the 
soil  should  not  yield  him  its  increase,  and 
that  he  should  be  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond 
in  the  earth.  So  Cain  fled  far  away  from  the 
abodes  of  his  parents,  and  dwelt  in  the  land 
of  Nod. 

This  story  teaches  us  to  beware  of  all  envy 
and  malice,  as  they  lead  to  the  most  grievous 
crimes.  Brothers  should  live  together  in 
kindness,  and  then  they  will  be  happy.  But 
if  they  are  unkind  and  do  harm  to  each  other, 
God  will  be  displeased  with  them,  and  cause 
evil  to  come  upon  them. 

When  Cain  had  killed  his  brother,  he  told 
a  lie  to  hide  it.  But  God  had  seen  all  that 
this  wicked  man  did.  In  like  manner  God 
sees  us.     If,  therefore,  we  have  at  any  time 
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been  tempted  to  do  wrong,  let  us  confess  and 
repent  our  wickedness;  and  let  us  not  com- 
mit one  sin,  lest  we  should  be  led  on  to  com- 
mit more. 


Noah's  Sacrifice. 
15. 
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NOAH  AND  THE  FLOOD. 

When  the  number  of  men  in  the  world  had 
greatly  increased,  they  became  so  wicked, 
that  God  determined  to  destroy  them.  But 
there  was  one  man  of  the  name  of  Noah,  who 
was  just  and  upright,  and  who  found  favor 
in  the  sight  of  his  Creator.  In  order  that  he 
and  his  family  might  be  saved,  God  com- 
manded Noah  to  build  an  ark,  or  great  ship, 
and  to  go  into  it  himself,  with  his  wife,  and 
his  three  sons,  and  their  wives,  and  a  pair  of 
each  kind  of  creature  living  upon  the  land. 

So  Noah  did  as  God  had  commanded  him. 
He  built  an  ark,  and  went  into  it  himself, 
with  his  family,  and  some  of  every  kind  of 
land  animals.  And  when  they  were  all  shut 
up  in  this  ark,  God  opened  a  great  flood  from 
the  heavens,  and  rain  fell  for  forty  days  and 
forty  nights  without  ceasing  upon  the  earth. 
All  men,  and  all  the  birds,  and  beasts  and 
creeping  things  perished. 

At  the  end  of  forty  days,  Noah  opened  the 
window  of  the  ark  and  sent  forth  a  raven, 
which  flew  to  and  fro  till  the  waters  were 
dried  up  from  the  earth.     He  also  sent  forth 
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a  dove,  but  the  dove  found  no  resting  place 
and  returned  to  the  ark.  After  seven  days 
he  again  sent  forth  the  same  dove  and  she 
returned  in  the  evening  with  an  olive  leaf  in 
her  mouth.  Waiting  seven  days  longer,  he 
again  sent  forth  the  dove,  but  she  never  re- 
turned again. 

The  waters  covered  the  face  of  the  earth, 
for  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days. 
When  they  had  abated,  and  the  earth  had 
become  dry  again,  Noah  and  all  that  were 
with  him  went  forth  out  of  the  ark.  And 
Noah  built  an  altar  to  God,  and  offered  a 
sacrifice  upon  it. 

God  was  pleased  with  Noah's  piety  and 
gratitude,  and  promised  that  he  would  never 
again  visit  the  earth  with  a  flood.  And  he 
fixed  the  rainbow  in  the  clouds,  as  a  perpetu- 
al sign  of  this  promise. 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  SODOM  AND 
GOMORRAH. 

Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  two  cities,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  were  so  shamefully  wick- 
ed,   that   God  determined  to  destroy  them. 
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He  told  Abraham  what  he  was  going  to  do; 
and  when  Abraham  entreated  him,  he  prom- 
ised that  he  would  spare  Sodom  if  fifty  right- 
eous men  could  be  found  in  it.  Now  Abra- 
ham knew  that  there  were  not  fifty  righteous 
men  to  be  found  there;  so  he  prayed  God  to 
spare  it,  if  there  were  only  forty-five.  God 
promised  that  he  would,  if  there  were  forty- 
five,  or  if  there  were  thirty,  or  twenty,  or  even 
ten:  but  as  there  were  not  ten,  he  resolved  to 
destroy  it. 

There  was,  however,  one  good  man  who 
lived  there,  by  the  name  of  Lot.  And  God 
kindly  sent  two  angels,  who  told  him  what 
was  going  to  happen,  and  led  him,  and  his 
wife,  and  his  two  daughters,  away  out  of  the 
city,  very  early  in  the  morning.  They  told 
him  that  he  must  depart  as  quickly  as  he 
could,  and  not  look  behind  him. 

So  Lot  and  his  two  daughters  did  as  they 
were  told;  and  escaped  into  another  cityr 
where  they  were  safe.  But  his  wife  would 
not  mind  the  directions  which  were  given  her. 
She  went  with  them  a  little  way,  and  then 
stayed  to  look  behind;  and  for  this  she  was 
turned  into  a  pillar  of  salt. 

As  soon  as  Lot  and  his  family  were  gone 
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out,  these  cities  were  destroyed,  and  the  spot 
where  they  stood  was  covered  with  a  salt 
lake. 

As  God  saved  Noah  and  his  family,  when 
he  destroyed  mankind  by  a  flood,  so  did  he 
also  save  Lot  and  his  daughters  when  he  de- 
stroyed Sodom.  He  always  loves  the  good, 
and  bestows  upon  them  his  blessing  and  his 
favor. 


Abraham's  Obedienc.6. 
21. 
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THE  SACRIFICE  OF  ABRAHAM. 

Abraham's  faith  was  put  to  a  severe  trial. 
One  evening,  while  he  was  at  prayer,  God 
commanded  him  to  offer  up  his  only  beloved 
son,  Isaac,  for  a  burnt-offering. 

This  was  a  severe  trial,  but  Abraham  was 
accustomed  to  obey  the  commands  of  God 
without  a  murmur.  He  rose  early  in  the 
morning,  cut  the  wood  for  the  burnt-offering, 
loaded  the  beasts  of  burden  with  it,  awoke 
Isaac,  and  went  with  him  and  two  servants 
to  the  mountain. 

When  they  had  arrived  at  the  foot  of  it, 
he  laid  the  wood  upon  the  back  of  his  son, 
directed  the  servants  to  wait  behind,  and  as- 
cended with  Isaac  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
Having  reached  the  spot,  Abraham  took  the 
wood  from  the  back  of  Isaac,  built  an  altar 
of  stones,  and  placed  the  wood  upon  it,  and 
then  told  his  son  that  he  was  to  be  the  victim. 

Isaac  had  learned  from  his  father  to  com- 
ply in  all  things  with  the  will  of  God.  Ready 
to  yield  up  his  life,  he  quietly  suffered  him- 
self to  be  bound,  and  laid  on  the  altar  upon 
the  wood. 
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Abraham,  with  trembling  hand,  had  already 
raised  the  knife  to  inflict  the  fatal  blow  on  his 
child.  At  this  moment  an  angel,  sent  by- 
God,  called  unto  him,  and  said:  c  Abraham, 
hold  thy  hand,  and  spare  the  boy!  God  hath 
but  tried  thee,  to  see  whether  thou  lovest 
Him  more  than  thy  only  son.' 

Abraham  rejoiced  exceedingly,  and  it  seem- 
ed as  though  his  son  had  been  given  to  him  a 
second  time  by  God. 

He  wished  to  make  a  thank-offering  unto 
God,  but  where  was  he  to  find  one  in  that 
solitary  place?  Looking  round  about,  he 
saw  a  ram,  which  had  straggled  from  the  dis- 
tant flock,  and  was  caught  in  a  thicket  by 
his  horns.  Abraham  took  the  ram,  and  of- 
fered him  up  for  a  burnt-offering  unto  God. 

God  was  well  pleased  with  the  gratitude  of 
the  pious  patriarch,  and  he  said  to  him:  CI 
will  fulfil  what  I  have  promised  in  regard  to 
thy  son.  I  will  bless  thee,  and  I  will  multi- 
ply thy  seed  as  the  stars  in  heaven,  and*  as 
the  sand  upon  the  sea-shore ;  and  in  thy  pos- 
terity shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
blessed.' 


Joseph  sold  bv  his  Brethren. 
25. 
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JOSEPH  SOLD  BY  HIS  BRETHREN. 

Jacob  was  an  old  man  who  had  twelve 
sons,  of  whom  Joseph  and  Benjamin  were  the 
youngest.  He  loved  Joseph  more  than  all 
the  rest,  not  only  because  he  was  one  of  the 
two  who  had  been  born  to  him  in  his  old  age, 
but  also  because  he  was  good  and  virtuous. 
To  show  his  love  for  him  he  made  him  a  coat 
of  many  colors;  and  when  Joseph's  brethren 
saw  that  their  father  loved  him  more  than 
he  loved  them,  they  hated  him,  and  would  not 
speak  kindly  to  him. 

They  hated  him  the  more  on  account  of 
some  dreams  which  he  dreamed,  and  which 
seemed  to  show,  that  he  would  some  time  or 
other  be  a  greater  man  than  any  of  them. 
At  length,  one  day,  when  his  father  had  sent 
him  to  them,  as  they  were  tending  their  sheep 
in  the  field  at  some  distance  from  home,  they 
determined  to  kill  him. 

But  Reuben,  who  was  the  oldest  of  them, 
was  very  sorry  that  they  should  think  of  do- 
ing so  wicked  a  thing  as  that.  He  begged 
them  not  to  kill  him,  but  only  to  put  him  into 
a  deep  pit;  for  he  intended  to  come  again  after 
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they  were  gone,  and  take  him  out,  and  send 
him  back  to  his  father. 

So  when  Joseph  was  come  up  to  them,  they 
stripped  him  of  the  fine  coat  of  many  colors, 
which  his  father  had  given  him,  and  cast  him 
into  the  pit.  And  a  short  time  after,  there 
came  to  the  place  where  they  were  a  com- 
pany of  Ishmaelites,  who  were  carrying  pre- 
cious spices  down  to  Egypt  on  the  backs  of 
their  camels. 

And  Judah,  who  was  sorry  for  his  brother 
Joseph,  and  did  not  like  to  see  him  perish, 
persuaded  his  brethren  that  it  would  be  much 
better  to  sell  him  to  the  Ishmaelites,  than  to 
leave  him  to  die  in  the  pit.  So  they  sold  him 
to  these  merchants  for  twenty  pieces  of  silver; 
and  by  them  he  was  carried  down  into  Egypt, 
and  sold  again  as  a  slave  to  Potiphar,  an  of- 
ficer of  King  Pharaoh. 

Now  Joseph's  brethren  knew  very  well, 
that  when  they  went  home  to  their  father,  he 
would  ask  them  where  Joseph  was?  And  in 
order  to  conceal  what  they  had  done,  they 
committed  another  fault,  which  was  nearly  as 
bad.  They  killed  a  kid  and  dipped  Joseph's 
fine  coat  in  the  blood,  and  then,  when  they 
went  home,   they  showed  it  to  their  father, 
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pretending    that    they   had   found   it   in  the 
fields. 

When  Jacob  saw  the  coat,  he  knew  that  it 
was  Joseph's,  and  had  no  doubt  that  some 
wild  beast  must  have  devoured  him.  He  was 
so  much  distressed  at  the  loss  of  his  beloved 
son,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sack- 
cloth upon  his  loins,  and  mourned  for  hirn 
many  days.  And  though  his  sons  and  daugh- 
ters tried  to  comfort  him,  they  could  not ;  and 
he  declared  that  he  would  go  down  into  the 
grave  unto  his  son  mourning. 


JOSEPH  IN  EGYPT. 

Joseph  was  sold  by  the  Ishmaelites  to  Poti- 
phar,  an  officer  of  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt. 
While  he  was  in  his  service,  he  behaved  so 
well,  and  was  so  much  liked  by  his  master, 
that  Potiphar  made  him  overseer  of  his  house, 
and  entrusted  him  with  the  management  of 
all  his  affairs.  And  God  made  Joseph  to 
prosper,  and  his  master's  affairs  also  prosper- 
ed in  his  hands. 

But  it  happened  that  Joseph  offended  the 
wife  of  Potiphar,  a  wicked  woman,  who  ac- 
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cused  him  falsely  to  her  husband,  and  had  him 
cast  into  prison.  JVow  we  know  that  God 
loves  good  men,  and  we  are  told  that  he  was 
pleased  with  Joseph,  and  showed  him  mercy, 
and  gave  him  favor,  in  the  sight  of  the  keeper 
of  the  prison.  And  the  gaoler  committed  the 
other  prisoners  to  his  care. 

Among  these  were  the  chief  butler  and  the 
baker  to  the  king,  who  related  their  dreams 
to  Joseph.  He  interpreted  them,  and  said, 
that  the  former  would  be  restored  to  his  office, 
and  the  latter  put  to  death.  It  happened  as 
Joseph  had  predicted. 

He  remained  in  prison  for  two  years;  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  king  Pharaoh  had  two 
dreams.  One  of  them  was,  that,  as  he  stood  by 
the  river,  he  saw  seven  fat  cattle  come  up  out 
of  it,  and  feed  by  its  side;  and  after  them  came 
up  seven  lean  cattle,  which  ate  up  the  fat  ones. 
The  other  dream  was,  that  he  saw  seven  ears 
of  corn  come  up,  on  one  stalk,  large  and  good, 
and  after  them  sprang  up  seven  thin  ears, 
blasted  by  the  east  wind — and  the  seven  thin 
ears  devoured  the  seven  large  and  full  ones. 

The  wise  men  of  Egypt,  whom  tkd  king 
consulted,  were  unable  to  explain  these  d reams. 
But  the  chief  butler  now  recollected  Joseph, 
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who  had  so  truly  explained  his  dream  in  the 
prison.  He  therefore  advised  the  king  to 
send  for  this  young  man,  who  had  showed 
such  extraordinary  wisdom. 

Accordingly,  Joseph  was  sent  for  out  of 
prison;  and  when  the  king  had  told  him  his 
dreams,'  he  explained  to  him  what  they  meant. 
He  said  that  the  seven  fat  cattle,  and  the 
seven  large  ears  of  corn,  meant  seven  years 
of  great  plenty,  which  there  would  be  in  the 
land  of  Egypt;  and  that  afterwards  there 
would  come  seven  years  of  famine,  in  which 
all  the  plenty  would  be  forgotten.  He  there- 
fore advised  the  king  to  choose  a  wise  and 
discreet  man,  and  proper  officers,  who  should 
lay  up  the  food  which  was  not  wanted  in  the 
seven  years  of  plenty,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  for  a  store  against  the  seven  years  of 
famine,  which  were  to  follow. 

The  king  was  much  pleased  with  this  ex- 
planation, and  with  the  advice  which  Joseph 
had  given.  And  he  took  off  the  ring  from 
his  finger,  and  put  it  upon  the  hand  of  Joseph, 
and  clothed  him  in  fine  garments,  and  put  a 
gold  chain  about  his  neck.  And  he  made  him 
ride  in  the  second  chariot  which  he  had,  and 
made  him  ruler  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt. 
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JOSEPH'S  CONDUCT  TO  HIS  FATHER 
AND  HIS  BRETHREN. 

The  famine,  which  afflicted  the  land  of 
Egypt,  extended  also  to  the  land  of  Canaan, 
where  Joseph's  father  and  his  brethren  lived. 
And  when  Jacob  heard  that  there  was  corn  to 
be  had  in  Egypt,  he  sent  his  sons  down  thither 
to  buy  some,  that  they  might  have  bread  to 
eat,  and  not  die.  He  sent  them  all  down  ex- 
cept Benjamin  the  youngest;  him  he  kept  at 
home  lest  some  evil  should  befall  him. 

And  when  Joseph's  brethren  arrived  in 
Egypt,  they  came  and  bowed  down  before 
him;  and  Joseph  knew  them  again,  but  they 
did  not  know  him.  Joseph  remembered  how 
cruelly  they  had  behaved  to  him,  in  putting 
him  into  the  pit,  and  selling  him  as  a  slave; 
and  though  he  did  not  wish  to  be  revenged 
upon  them,  he  wished  to  see  whether  their 
dispositions  were  changed.  He  therefore 
spake  roughly  to  them,  and  told  them  that 
they  must  be  spies,  and  that  they  were  come 
to  see  in  what  a  miserable  state  Egypt  was. 
He  saw  also  that  his  brother  Benjamin  was 
not   with   them;    and  he  wanted  to  find  out 
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what  had  become  of  him.  So  he  put  them  in 
prison  for  three  days;  and,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  he  sent  them  all  away  except  Simeon, 
whom  he  kept  bound,  that  he  might  see 
whether  they  would  bring  Benjamin  to  him  or 
not. 

When  they  went  home  to  their  father  Ja- 
cob, and  told  him  all  that  had  happened  to 
them  in  Egypt,  he  was  very  much  grieved, 
and  he  would  not  let  Benjamin  go  with  them, 
for  he  said,  '  His  brother  is  dead,  and  he  is 
left  alone;  and  if  mischief  befall  him  in  the 
way,  in  which  you  go,  then  you  will  bring 
down  my  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.' 

But  at  last,  when  they  had  eaten  up  all 
the  corn  which  they  had  bought  to  make 
bread,  and  they  could  get  no  more  any  where 
except  in  Egypt,  Jacob  sent  his  sons  down 
again  to  that  country,  and  he  permitted  Ben- 
jamin to  go  with  them;  and  he  sent  a  large 
present  to  Joseph,  that  he  might  secure  his 
favor. 

When  Joseph  saw  Benjamin  come,  he  was 
very  glad,  and  he  went  aside  into  his  cham- 
ber and  wept  for  joy;  and  he  made  his  breth- 
ren dine  with  him;  and  the  mess  which  he 
sent  to  Benjamin  was  five  times  as  large  as 
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any  of  the  rest.  And  they  drank  and  were 
merry  with  him. 

But  Joseph  would  not  yet  tell  them  who  he 
was,  for  he  wanted  to  try  them  still  more. 
So  he  ordered  his  steward  to  put  every  man's 
money  in  the  mouth  of  his  sack,  and  to  put 
his  own  silver  cup  in  the  mouth  of  Benjamin's. 
And  when  they  were  departed,  he  sent  his 
steward  after  them,  who  soon  overtook  them, 
and  accused  them  of  having  returned  evil  for 
good.  They  told  him  that  they  did  not  know 
that  they  had  done  any  thing  wrong.  They 
said  that  he  might  search  their  sacks,  to  see 
wThether  they  had  stolen  any  thing,  and  that 
he,  in  whose  sack  any  thing  was  found  which 
belonged  to  Joseph,  should  die,  and  they 
would  consent  to  be  the  steward's  bondsmen. 
To  this  the  steward  answered,  '  Let  it  be 
according  to  your  word;  he,  with  whom  the 
cup  is  found,  shall  be  my  servant,  and  you 
shall  be  blameless. ' 

So  he  searched  all  their  sacks,  and  found 
his  master's  cup  in  Benjamin's.  Then  they 
all  went  back  in  great  grief  to  the  city,  and 
offered  to  be  Joseph's  servants;  but  he  wished 
only  to  keep  Benjamin,  and  told  the  rest  that 
they  might  go  back  to  their  father. 
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Now  Judah,  one  of  the  oldest  of  them,  had 
promised  his  father  that  he  would  bring  Ben- 
jamin back  to  him;  and  he  knew  that  it  would 
break  his  father's  heart,  if  he  saw  them  return 
without  him.  So  he  went  near  to  Joseph,  and 
reminded  him  of  all  that  they  had  said  to  him, 
and  of  all  that  he  had  said  to  them,  the  first 
time  that  he  had  questioned  them.  He  then 
told  him  how  unwilling  Jacob  had  been  to  let 
Benjamin  come  with  them,  and  that  it  would 
surely  bring  down  his  gray  hairs  to  the  grave, 
if  he  were  to  see  them  -come  back,  and  their 
youngest  brother  not  with  them.  And  he  of- 
fered also,  if  Joseph  would  let  Benjamin  go, 
to  remain,  as  a  bondsman,  instead  of  him. 

Then,  when  Joseph  saw  how  much  distress- 
ed his  brethren  and  his  father  would  be  if  he 
kept  Benjamin,  and  when  he  saw  too  that  his 
brethren  were  no  longer  so  hard-hearted  as 
they  had  been  formerly,  he  could  not  refrain 
from  weeping.  And  when  he  had  ordered  all 
the  Egyptians  to  go  out  of  the  room  where  he 
was,  he  made  himself  known  to  his  brethren. 
He  told  them  that  he  was  Joseph,  whom  they 
had  sold  into  Egypt ;  and  he  inquired  how  his, 
father  was, — whether  he  was  really  still  alive. 
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And  he  kissed  Benjamin  and  all  his  brethren, 
and  wept  upon  their  necks. 

But  Joseph  did  something  more  than  this: 
he  desired  his  brethren  to  go  back  to  Canaan, 
and  to  bring  down  into  Egypt  their  aged  fa- 
ther, and  their  wives,  and  their  children,  and 
their  flocks,  and  their  herds,  and  all  that  they 
had.  Pharaoh  also  gave  them  wagons  to 
bring  up  their  families  in. 

When  Jacob  was  told  that  Joseph  was  still 
alive,  and  that  it  was  he  who  was  governor 
over  the  land  of  Egypt,  his  heart  fainted,  and 
he  could  not  believe  what  they  said.  But  when 
he  saw  the  wagons  which  Joseph  had  sent  to 
carry  him  and  his  property,  then  his  spirit  re- 
vived, and  he  said,  '  It  is  enough:  Joseph  my 
son  is  still  alive ;  I  will  go  and  see  him  before 
I  die.'  So  he  and  all  his  family  went  down 
into  Egypt.  And  Joseph  went  to  meet  his 
father,  and  he  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept 
on  it. 


Meeting  of  Jacob  and  Joseph  in  Egypt. 
34. 
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JACOB  BLESSES  HIS  SONS. 

The  aged  patriarch,  Jacob,  lived  seventeen 
years  after  his  removal  to  Egypt.  He  felt 
his  end  approaching,  and  sent  a  messenger  to 
his  beloved  son  Joseph,  that  he  might  come 
and  receive  his  last  words. 

Joseph  hastened  to  his  father,  who  begged 
him,  after  his  death,  to  cause  his  remains  to 
be  conveyed  to  Canaan,  and  there  buried  in 
the  sepulchre  of  his  ancestors.  Joseph  bound 
himself  by  an  oath,  strictly  to  fulfil  the  wishes 
of  his  father. 

Joseph,  not  aware  that  Jacob's  death  was 
so  near  at  hand,  returned  to  the  capital.  But 
he  soon  afterwards  heard  that  his  father  was 
sick  unto  death,  and  hastened  to  him  with  his 
two  sons,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim. 

His  father  was  rejoiced  at  his  arrival,  sat 
up  in  his  bed,  blessed  Joseph's  children  and 
his  own  sons,  and  prophesied  the  punishments 
which  should  befall  his  first-born,  Reuben, 
and  also  Simeon  and  Levi,  on  account  of  their 
wicked  conduct  towards  Joseph.  He  then 
said  solemnly:  'Thee,  Judah,  thy  brethren 
shall  praise.     Thy  hand  shall  be  on  the  neck 
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of  thine  enemies,  and  thy  father's  children  shall 
bow  down  before  thee.  From  thy  posterity 
shall  spring  the  princes  of  the  people,  and 
also  the  Messiah,  the  promised  deliverer.' 

To  Joseph  he  said,  '  The  God  of  thy  father 
shall  help  thee,  and  the  Almighty  shall  heap 
blessings  upon  thee.'  He  then  sank  back 
upon  the  bed,  and  expired,  at  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven  years. 

The  sons  stood  weeping  around  the  corpse 
of  their  dead  parent.  Joseph  fell  upon  his 
father's  face,  and  kissed  him,  and  wept  upon 
him.  He  then  directed  that  the  body  should, 
be  embalmed,  that  it  might  be  carried  to  Ca- 
naan. He  himself  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
king  went  with  it,  and  solemnly  interred  it  in 
the  cave  of  Machpelah. 

After  Joseph  had  returned  with  his  breth- 
ren to  Egypt,  they  were  afraid  lest  he  should 
punish  them  for  all  the  evil  which  they  did 
unto  him.  They  implored  him,  therefore,  for 
the  sake  of  his  father,  to  forgive  them. 

Joseph  was  moved  unto  tears,  and  said, 
with  brotherly  affection:  '  Fear  not.  God 
hath  turned  the  evil  which  ye  intended  me 
unto  good.  I  will  nourish  you  and  your  little 
ones,  as  I  did  while  our  father  yet  lived.' 
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MOSES  IN  THE  BULRUSHES. 

While  Joseph  and  his  brethren  were  living, 
Pharaoh,  the  king  of  Egypt,  was  very  kind  to 
them.  But  some  years  afterwards,  when  the 
children  of  Israel  were  become  a  great  num- 
ber of  people,  there  arose  another  king,  whose 
name  was  also  Pharaoh;  and  he  treated  them 
very  cruelly. 

He  made  slaves  of  them,  and  compelled 
them  to  work  hard.  When  -he  saw  that  their 
numbers  increased  very  fast,  he  was  afraid 
that,  if  ever  a  war  should  break  out,  they 
would  join  his  enemies,  and  fight  against  the 
Egyptians,  and  so  escape  out  of  his  hands. 
So  he  gave  orders,  that  when  a  child  was 
born  to  any  of  the  Israelitish  women,  if  it  was 
a  son,  it  should  be  killed,  and  if  it  was  a 
daughter,  it  should  live. 

Now  there  was  one  woman  who  had  a 
little  boy  born,  and  she  determined  to  save 
him,  if  she  possibly  could,  for  she  could  not 
bear  to  think  that  he  was  to  be  put  to  death. 
She  therefore  hid  him  from  the  cruel  Egypt- 
ians for  three  months.  When  she  could  not 
hide  him  any  longer,  she  made  a  kind  of  bas- 
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ket  or  cradle  of  bulrushes,  and  daubed  it  all 
over  with  slime  and  pitch,  so  that  it  might 
float  upon  the  water.  And  when  she  had  laid 
her  little  boy  in  this  basket,  she  placed  it  in 
the  flags  or  sedges  by  the  side  of  the  river. 
She  then  set  one  of  her  daughters  to  watch, 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  spot,  that  she 
might  know  what  would  happen  to  it. 

After  a  short  time,  the  daughter  of  king 
Pharaoh  came  to  bathe ;  and  as  she  walked 
along  the  side  of  the  river,  she  saw  the  basket 
among  the  flags,  and  sent  one  of  her  maidens 
to  fetch  it.  And  when  she  had  opened  it, 
she  saw  the  child ;  and  she  was  very  sorry  for 
it,  for  it  was  crying,  and  she  was  sure  that  it 
must  be  a  child  of  one  of  the  Hebrew  women, 
and  that  it  must  have  been  put  there,  that  it 
might  not  be  killed,  as  her  cruel  father  had 
commanded. 

When  the  sister  of  the  little  boy  saw  that 
he  was  found,  she  went  up  to  Pharaoh's 
daughter,  and  asked  her  whether  she  should 
call  one  of  the  Hebrew  women  to  be  the 
child's  nurse.  Pharaoh's  daughter  told  her 
that  she  might.  So  she  went  and  called  her 
own  mother,  who  took  it  and  nursed  it;  and 
when  it  was  grown  an  older  boy,  she  brought 
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him  to  Pharaoh's  daughter,  who  was  as  kind 
to  him  as  if  he  had  been  her  own  son. 

The  name  which  the  king's  daughter  gave 
to  this  child  was  Moses,  which  means  that 
which  is  drawn  out — '  because,'  said  she,  'I 
drew  him  out  of  the  water.'  It  was  this 
same  Moses,  who  delivered  the  children  of 
Israel  from  the  hands  of  king  Pharaoh,  and 
led  them  through  the  Red  Sea,  and  across  the 
Desert,  till  at  last,  after  many  wanderings, 
they  arrived  in  sight  of  the  land  which  God 
had  promised  to  their  fathers. 

As  God  saved  Moses  from  danger,  so  does 
he  also  save  us  from  many  troubles  and  perils. 
He  watches  over  us  by  day  and  by  night, 
and  is  always  doing  us  good.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, praise  Him  for  his  goodness;  let  us  put 
our  trust  in  Him,  and  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
submit  to  his  holy  will. 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  PHARAOH  AND 
HIS  HOST. 

When  the  people  of  Israel  were  very  ill- 
treated  by  Pharaoh,  God  told  Moses  that  he 
would  deliver  them,    and  brjng  them  into  a 
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land  which  flowed  with  milk  and  honey;  and 
he  directed  Moses  to  go  to  Pharaoh  and  ask 
him  to  let  them  go. 

So  Moses  went  to  Pharaoh,  and  said, 
cThus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  "  Let 
my  people  go,  that  they  may  hold  a  feast 
unto  me  in  the  wilderness."  '  But  this  wick- 
ed king  replied,  c  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I 
should  obey  his  voice  to  let  Israel  go?  I 
know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  let  Israel  go.' 

Then  God  gave  power  to  Moses  and  Aaron 
his  brother  to  perform  many  wonderful  works, 
that  they  might  see  whether  they  could  not 
persuade  Pharaoh  to  let  the  people  go.  They 
turned  the  water  of  the  river  into  blood,  and 
turned  the  dust  into  gnats,  and  brought  a  pesti- 
lence among  the  cattle,  and  storms  of  hail,  and 
locusts,  which  destroyed  every  green  thing. 

Pharaoh  was  so  much  alarmed  by  these 
things,  that  he  kept  continually  promising  to 
let  the  Israelites  go;  but  he  never  would  do 
what  he  promised.  At  last  God  sent  his 
angel,  who  destroyed  all  the  eldest  children 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  all  the  first-born  of 
their  cattle,  while  those  of  the  Israelites  were 
spared.  When  the  king  and  his  people  saw 
such  a  terrible  calamity  as  this  come  upon 
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them,  they  were  greatly  terrified.  They 
feared  that  something  still  more  dreadful 
might  befall  them,  if  the  children  of  Israel 
remained  in  Egypt;  so  they  urged  them  to 
go  away  as  quickly  as  they  could. 

The  people  of  Israel  were  very  glad  to  be 
freed  from  their  bondage,  and  they  set  out 
towards  the  desert  with  all  their  families,  and 
their  flocks,  and  herds.  But  Pharaoh  soon 
changed  his  mind;  and  though  he  had  sent 
them  away  a  few  days  before,  he  now  wanted 
to  bring  them  back.  Accordingly,  he  follow- 
ed after  them  with  six  hundred  chariots,  and 
a  great  number  of  armed  men. 

When  the  Israelites  saw  him  coming  after 
them,  they  were  afraid  that  he  would  destroy 
them  with  his  army.  They  wanted  Moses  to 
let  them  go  back,  and  be  slaves  again  to  the 
Egyptians.  But  Moses  told  them  not  to  be 
afraid,  for  that  the  Lord  their  God  would  de- 
liver them,  and  would  destroy  their  enemies. 

They  were  now  on  the  shores  of  a  narrow 
sea,  called  the  Red  Sea.  God  commanded 
Moses  to  lift  up  his  rod,  and  stretch  out  his 
hand  over  the  sea,  and  divide  it ;  and  then 
the  children  of  Israel  could  go  on  dry  ground 
through  the  midst  of  the  sea.     And  it  came 


44  THE    TEN    COMMANDMENTS. 

to  pass  as  God  had  spoken.  Moses  stretched 
out  his  hand  over  the  sea,  and  the  Lord 
caused  it  to  go  back  by  a  strong  wind  all  that 
night.  He  also  made  the  sea  dry  land,  so 
that  the  children  of  Israel  went  into  the  midst 
of  it;  the  waters  being  a  wall  unto  them  on 
their  right  hand  and  on  their  left. 

When  the  Egyptians  saw  that  the  Israel- 
ites had  crossed  over  the  sea  on  dry  land, 
they  thought  that  they  could  cross  too.  So 
they  pursued  them ;  and  when  they  were  in 
the  midst  of  the  sea,  God  commanded  Moses 
to  stretch  forth  his  hand  again,  as  he  had 
done  before.  And  he  stretched  it  out,  and 
the  waters  of  the  sea  returned  to  their  former 
place,  and  covered  the  chariots,  and  the 
horsemen,  and  all  the  host  of  Pharaoh,  so 
that  there  was  not  one  of  them  left  alive. 


THE  TEN  COMMANDMENTS  GIVEN. 

After  the  children  of  Israel  had  escaped 
from  Egypt,  and  had  crossed  the  Red  Sea, 
they  wandered  for  forty  years  in  a  vast  desert, 
where  there  were  very  few  roads,  and  no 
cities  or  gardens.     And  that  they  might  know 
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which  way  to  go,  God  guided  them  by  a  pil- 
lar of  cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by 
night.  When  they  complained  that  they  had 
nothing  to  eat,  he  gave  them  quails  and  man- 
na, which  was  a  kind  of  sweet  gum  in  the 
form  of  seeds.  Once,  when  there  was  no 
water  for  them  to  drink,  he  commanded  Mo- 
ses to  strike  the  rock  with  his  rod,  and  there 
flowed  out  water  enough  both  for  them  and 
for  their  cattle. 

When  they  had  wandered  in  this  desert 
two  or  three  months,  -they- came  to  a  high 
mountain  called  Sinai.  Here  God  spake  to 
Moses,  and  ordered  him  to  tell  the  people 
that  they  were  not  to  touch  that  mountain, 
and  that  they  were  to  keep  themselves  holy, 
and  wash  their  clothes,  and  be  ready  for  the 
third  day. 

Moses  did  as  God  had  commanded  him. 
And  in  the  morning  of  the  third  day  there 
were  thunderings  and  lightnings,  and  a  thick 
cloud  upon  the  mountain,  and  the  sound  of  a 
trumpet  exceedingly  loud,  so  that  all  the 
people  in  the  camp  trembled.  And  Moses 
brought  the  people  near  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  they  saw  smoke  ascend  from 
it  like  the  smoke  of  a  furnace,  and  the  whole 
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mountain  quaked  exceedingly.  And  when 
the  voice  of  the  trumpet  sounded  long,  and 
became  louder  and  louder,  God  called  Moses 
to  come  up  into  the  mountain,  and  he  told 
him  to  let  no  one  come  up  with  him  besides 
Aaron  his  brother.  And  here  it  was,  from 
the  midst  of  all  this  cloud,  and  smoke,  and 
thunder,  that  God  delivered  to  the  children 
of  Israel  those  laws,  which  are  called  the  Ten 
Commandments,  saying, 

I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  have  brought 
thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  house 
of  bondage. 

I.  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  Gods  before 
me. 

II.  Thou  shalt  not  make  for  thyself  any 
graven  image,  or  any  likeness  of  anything 
that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the 
earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under 
the  earth:  thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself  to 
them  nor  serve  them;  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God 
am  a  jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the 
fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and 
fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  me,  and 
showing  mercy  unto  thousands  of  them  that 
love  me  and  keep  my  commandments. 

III.  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
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Lord  thy  God  in  vain;  for  the  Lord  will  not 
hold  him  guiltless,  who  taketh  his  name  in 
vain. 

IV.  Remember  the  sabbath-day,  to  keep 
it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do 
all  thy  work:  but  the  seventh  day  is  the  sab- 
bath  of  the  Lord  thy  God:  in  it  thou  shalt 
not  do  any  work;  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy 
daughter,  thy  man-servant  nor  thy  maid-ser- 
vant, nor  thy  cattle,  nor  the  stranger  that  is 
within  thy  gates:  for  in  six  days  the  Lord 
made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that 
in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day:  where- 
fore the  Lord  blessed  the  sabbath-day,  and 
hallowed  it. 

V.  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  that 
thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 

VI.  Thou  shalt  not  kill.  , 

VII.  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery. 

VIII.  Thou  shalt  not  steal. 

IX.  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness 
against  thy  neighbor. 

X.  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's 
house;  thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's 
wife,  nor  his  man-servant,  nor  his  maid-ser- 
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vant,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,   nor  any  thing 
that  is  thy  neighbor's. 


THE   PROMISED   LAND. 

The  children  of  Israel  wandered  for  forty 
years  in  the  wilderness;  and  during  all  this 
time  they  were  fed  with  food  from  heaven, 
and  their  clothes  did  not  grow  old,  neither 
did  their  shoes  wear  off  their  feet. 

But  God  had  promised  to  Abraham,  and  to 
Isaac,  and  to  Jacob,  that  their  descendants 
should  possess  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey,  that  is,  a  very  rich  and  fertile  land, 
and  that  they  should  drive  out  the  wicked 
nations  which  dwelt  there.  So  when  the 
Israelites  arrived  on  the  borders  of  Canaan, 
(the  country  which  had  been  promised  them,) 
Moses  chose  twelve  men,  one  from  each  of 
the  tribes;  and  he  sent  them  to  examine  the 
land,  to  see  whether  it  was  as  good  as  they 
expected.  He  told  them  to  observe  what 
sort  of  people  dwelt  there — whether  they 
were  strong  or  weak,  few  or  many;  and  wheth- 
er the  land  was  rich  or  poor,  woody  or  open. 
He  told  them  also  to  bring  some  of  the  fruits 
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which  they  found,  for  it  was  now  the  time  of 
the  first  ripe  grapes. 

These  men  are  generally  called  the  Twelve 
Spies;  they  went  and  searched  the  land  as 
they  had  been  directed;  and  after  forty  days 
they  returned.  They  brought  back  with 
them  some  pomegranates,  and  figs,  and  one 
bunch  of  grapes  so  large  that  two  men  were 
obliged  to  carry  it  on  a  pole  between  them. 
This  was  enough  to  prove  that  the  land  was 
fruitful;  and  Caleb,  one  of  those  who  had 
seen  it,  would  have  had  thern  go  up  immedi- 
ately and  take  possession  of  it. 

But  ten  out  of  the  twelve  spies  endeavored 
to  discourage  their  countrymen,  by  telling 
them  that  the  people  who  dwelt  there  were 
strong,  and  that  they  lived  in  cities  with  higu 
walls,  and  that  some  of  them  were  giants- 
and  they  were  sure  that  they  could  not  over- 
come them.  They  gave  such  a  bad  account 
of  the  land,  that  the  people  murmured  against 
Moses  and  Aaron,  and  said  that  they  wished 
they  had  died  in  Egypt,  instead  of  coming  up 
into  that  miserable  desert. 

Joshua  and  Caleb  tried  to  make  them  be- 
lieve that  the  land  was  a  good  and  fruitful 
land,  in  which  it  would  be   pleasant  to  live. 
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They  told  them  that  there  was  no  reason  to 
fear  those  who  dwelt  there,  for  that  the  Lord 
would  give  them  the  victory.  But  they  would 
not  listen  to  these  good  advisers,  and  they 
took  up  stones  that  they  might  stone  them  to 
death. 

Upon  this  God  was  so  much  displeased 
that  he  declared  that  none  of  those,  who  had 
provoked  him  so  much,  should  ever  enter 
into  that  beautiful  country,  which  he  had 
promised  to  the  children  of  Israel.  He  de- 
clared that  all  those  who  were  grown  up  men 
at  the  time  when  they  came  out  of  Egypt, 
should  die  in  the  wilderness,  because  they 
had  murmured  against  Him,  and  had  not 
hearkened  to  his  voice,  and  that  only  their 
children  should  enter  into  Canaan.  Yet 
Joshua  and  Caleb,  he  said,  should  enter, 
because  they  had  behaved  well,  and  had  given 
a  good  and  a  true  report. 

And  it  came  to  pass  as  God  had  spoken. 
Not  one  of  those  who  were  men  when  they 
quitted  Egypt,  entered  into  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, except  only  Joshua  and  Caleb.  Moses 
ihimself  was  not  allowed  to  enter;  for,  though 
he  had  been  in  general  a  good  man,  yet  he 
had  once  or  twice  offended  against  God,  and 
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had  not  given  to  him  the  glory  and  the  praise 
which  he  ought  to  have  done.  Yet  God 
permitted  him  to  view  the  land  from  the  top 
of  Mount  Pisgah  before  he  died;  and  he  saw 
how  rich  and  beautiful  a  country  it  was,  and 
how  happy  and  prosperous  his  countrymen 
would  be  when  they  had  such  a  place  as  that 
to  dwell  in. 

God  promised  to  the  children  of  Israel  a 
rich  land  to  live  in — a  land  which  should  be 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  And  so  has  he 
also  revealed  to  us,  through  .Jesus  Christ,  a 
still  better  and  happier  land,  which  will  be 
ours,  if  we  do  his  will.  In  that  country  there 
will  be  no  hunger,  nor  thirst,  nor  pain;  there 
will  be  no  languor  nor  weariness;  and  all 
tears  will  be  wiped  away  from  our  eyes. 

Let  us  labor  then  to  enter  into  that  blessed 
land.  Let  us  not  think  that  this  earth  is  bet- 
ter than  it,  or  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will 
fail  of  his  promise.  Let  us  not  murmur  and 
rebel  against  Him,  as  the  children  of  Israel 
did;  but  let  us  trust  in  his  great  goodness, 
and  strive  always  to  do  as  he  has  commanded 
us.  Thus  shall  we  have  peace  at  our  death, 
and  God  will  receive  us  into  heaven,  where 
we  shall  be  happy  for  ever. 
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The  Israelites  had  advanced  to  the  moun- 
tains forming  the  boundary  of  Canaan.  When 
Moses  felt  that  his  end  approached,  he  called 
the  people  together,  and  exhorted  them  to 
pay  obedience  to  God.  He  appointed  Joshua 
to  be  their  future  leader,  went  up  to  the  top 
of  a  high  mountain,  whence  he  could  overlook 
the  land  of  Canaan,  and  came  not  down  again. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty years. 

Joshua  then  took  upon  himself  the  govern- 
ment, and  led  the  Israelites  over  the  moun- 
tains to  the  river  Jordan.  The  priests,  with 
the  ark  of  the  covenant,  went  first,  and  Joshua 
and  the  people  followed  them. 

He  gave  orders  to  the  priests  to  take  the 
ark,  or  sacred  chest,  which  contained  the 
book  of  the  law,  and  to  pass  on  to  the  river. 
So  they  took  the  ark,  and  went  before  the 
people.  As  soon  as  their  feet  touched  the 
brink  of  the  river,  its  waters  parted  asunder; 
those  which  came  from  above  stood  up  like  a 
heap,  and  those  which  were  below  failed,  so 
that  the  people  of  Israel  passed  through  on 
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dry  ground,  as  they  had  before  passed  through 
the  Red  Sea. 

Then  Joshua,  by  God's  command,  chose 
twelve  men,  one  from  each  tribe,  and  order- 
ed each  of  them  to  bring  up  a  large  stone 
from  the  bed  of  the  river.  These  stones  he 
set  up  in  Gilgal,  where  the  people  lodged  the 
first  night.  He  set  them  up  there,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  remembered  how  the  Lord 
had  dried  up  the  waters  of  Jordan  from  be- 
fore the  Israelites,  till  they  had  passed  over 
— that  all  the  people  of  the  land  might  know 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  that  it  is  mighty,  and 
that  the  Israelites  might  fear  the  Lord  their 
God  for  ever. 

When  they  had  crossed  the  river  Jordan, 
they  came  to  the  city  of  Jericho,  and  God 
told  Joshua  that  he  would  give  it  into  his 
hands.  He  ordered  that  all  the  people  should 
march  round  the  city,  and  that  the  ark  should 
be  carried  round  also,  and  that  seven  priests 
should  go  before  it,  with  trumpets  of  rams' 
horn.  It  was  also  ordered  that  on  the  sev- 
enth day  they  should  go  round  the  city  seven 
times;  and  that  when  the  priests  should  blow 
their  trumpets,  the  people  should-  shout,  and 
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the  walls  of  the  city  would  then  fall  down 
before  them. 

Then  they  did  as  God  had  commanded 
them.  The  armed  men  went  first,  and  then 
came  the  priests  with  their  trumpets  of  rams' 
horn;  and  next  came  the  ark,  and  after  it  the 
rest  of  the  people.  In  this  way  they  all 
marched  round  the  city,  the  priests  blowing 
upon  the  trumpets. 

On  the  seventh  day,  instead  of  marching 
only  once  round  it,  they  marched  seven  times; 
and  as  they  were  going  round  the  seventh 
time,  when  the  priests  blew  with  the  trumpets, 
Joshua  commanded  the  people  to  shout,  for 
that  the  Lord  had  given  them  the  city.  So 
the  people  shouted  when  the  priests  blew  the 
trumpets;  and  the  walls  fell  down  flat,  so  that 
they  went  up  into  the  city  and  took  it. 

Under  the  command  of  Joshua,  the  people 
of  Israel  conquered  nearly  all  the  wicked 
inhabitants  of  the  land.  Joshua  then  divided 
the  land  by  lot  among  the  twelve  tribes,  who 
were  descended  from  the  twelve  sons  of  Jacob 
or  Israel.  The  sons  of  Joseph,  were  each 
considered  as  the  head  of  a  tribe,  and  obtain- 
ed two  portions.     The  Levites,  who  were  the 
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priests,  had  no  land  given  to  them,  but  lived 
in  cities  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
were  to  receive  the  tenth  part  of  the  fruit  and 
corn  which  was  produced. 

Joshua  ruled  the  Israelites  with  wisdom 
and  justice;  and,  during  his  time,  they  lived 
in  prosperity,  and  served  the  Lord.  And 
when  he  was  old,  and  knew  that  he  was  about 
to  die,  he  called  them  all  together,  and  re- 
minded them  of  the  great  things  which  God 
had  done  for  them.  He  exhorted  them  to 
fear  the  Lord,  and  to  serve  him  in  sincerity 
and  in  truth,  and  never  to  suffer  themselves 
to  worship  any  other  God  than  him. 

And  the  people  answered,  and  said,  c  God 
forbid  that  we  should  forsake  the  Lord  to 
serve  other  gods.  For  the  Lord  our  God, 
He  it  is  that  brought  us  up  and  our  fathers 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  house  of 
bondage,  and  preserved  us  among  all  the 
people  through  whom  we  passed;  therefore 
we  will  serve  the  Lord3  for  He  is  our  God, 
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Another  of  the  mighty  men  who  overcame 
the  enemies  of  the  Israelites,  was  Samson. 
He  was  so  strong,  that,  one  day,  when  a 
young  lion  came  roaring  out  against  him,  he 
tore  it  in  pieces,  as  easily  as  if  it  had  been  a 
kid,  though  he  had  neither  sword  nor  club  in 
his  hand.  He  often  fought  against  the  Phil- 
istines, and  slew  a  great  number  of  them,  and 
burnt  their  corn,  and  their  vineyards,  and 
their  olives.  This  made  them  so  angry,  that 
they  assembled  an  army,  and  went  up  into 
the  country  of  Judah,  that  they  might  take 
Samson  and  be  revenged  upon  him. 

Then  the  men  of  Judah  were  afraid,  and 
they  delivered  Samson  up,  bound  with  two 
new  cords.  When  the  Philistines  saw  him, 
they  shouted  against  him,  to  mock  him,  for 
they  thought  that  they  had  him  now  in  their 
power,  and  that  they  could  do  what  they 
pleased  with  him.  But  God  gave  Samson 
strength,  and  the  cords  which  were  on  his 
arms  became  as  flax  that  was  burnt  with  fire, 
and  his  bands  were  loosed.     And  he  found 
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there  the  jaw-bone  of  an  ass;  and  he  took  it, 
and  slew  a  thousand  men  with  it. 

At  another  time,  when  Samson  went  into 
the  city  of  Gaza,  his  enemies  laid  wait  for 
him,  and  thought  that  they  should  now  surely 
take  him.  But  he  went  out  at  midnight,  and 
took  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  the  two  posts, 
and  putting  them  on  his  shoulders,  he  car- 
ried them  away  to  the  top  of  a  hill  at  a  great 
distance. 

Thus  was  Samson  the  terror  of  the  Philis- 
tines; but  to  punish  him  for  his  sins,  God  suf- 
fered him  to  lose  his  strength.  Delilah,  a 
woman  whom  he  loved,  persuaded  him  to  tell 
her  in  what  his  strength  lay.  He  told  her 
that  he  had  never  had  his  hair  cut  since  he 
was  born;  and  that,  if  it  were  cut,  he  should 
become  as  weak  as  any  other  man. 

Then  Delilah  made  him  sleep  upon  her 
knees;  and  she  called  a  man  who  cut  off  his 
hair.  And  when  she  awoke  him,  and  he 
went  out  against  the  Philistines  as  before,  he 
found  that  his  strength  was  gone,  and  that  he 
could  not  overcome  them,  as  he  had  done 
formerly.  They  took  him,  and  put  out  his 
eyes,  and  brought  him  down  to  Gaza,  where 
they   bound    him    with  fetters  of  brass,  and 
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made  him  grind  in  a  prison-house.  But  the 
hair  of  his  head  began  to  grow  again,  and  his 
strength  returned  at  the  same  time. 

Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  assembled 
together  to  offer  a  great  sacrifice  to  Dagon 
their  god,  and  to  rejoice;  for  they  said,  '  Our 
God  hath  delivered  Samson,  our  enemy,  into 
our  hand.'  And  when  the  people  saw  him, 
they  praised  their  God;  and  afterwards,  when 
they  were  merry  with  feasting,  they  sent  for 
him  out  of  the  prison-house,  that  he  might 
make  sport  for  them;  but  he  determined  that 
he  would  punish  them  for  their  insolence  and 
their  cruelty. 

Now  the  building,  in  which  he  was,  had  a 
large  gallery,  in  which  there  were  about  three 
thousand  men  and  women,  who  looked  on, 
while  Samson  made  sport.  This  gallery  was 
supported  by  two  pillars  in  the  middle  of  the 
place.  So  Samson  asked  the  boy  who  led 
him  by  the  hand,  to  let  him  take  hold  of  these 
pillars  and  lean  upon  them.  And  when  he 
had  prayed  to  God  to  give  him  strength,  he 
took  hold  of  the  pillars,  one  with  his  right 
hand  and  the  other  with  his  left,  and  bowed 
himself  with  all  his  might.  The  building  fell, 
and  in   its  fall  crushed   all  the  people  who 
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were  in  it,  and  killed  them,  as  well  as  Sam- 
son himself;  so  that  those  whom  he  slew  at 
his  death,  were  more  than  those  whom  he 
slew  in  his  life. 

God  alone  giveth  strength,  and  he  taketh 
it  away.  He  doeth  whatsoever  he  pleaseth 
in  heaven  and  in  earth,  and  there  is  none 
who  can  say  unto  Him,  (  What  doest  Thou?' 
We  will,  therefore,  fear  and  honor  Him,  and 
give  unto  Him  the  glory  which  is  due  unto 
his  name. 


SAUL,  THE  FIRST  KING  OF  ISRAEL. 

Samuel  was  for  many  years  governor  of 
Israel;  and  it  was  his  custom  to  go  through 
the  country,  judging  the  people  fairly,  and 
never  taking  a  bribe.  But  when  he  was  old, 
he  made  his  two  sons  judges  instead  of  him- 
self; and  they  did  not  do  as  he  had  done,  but 
turned  aside  after  gain,  and  took  bribes,  and 
judged  falsely. 

The  elders  of  Israel  made  this  an  excuse 
for  asking  Samuel  to  let  them  have  a  king. 
They  thought  that  it  would  be  a  fine  thing  to 
have  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  a  king's  court, 
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like  the  other  nations  around  them.  They 
forgot  that  Jehovah  their  God  had  declared 
himself  to  be  their  king,  and  that  He  was 
sufficient  for  them. 

Then  Samuel,  by  command  of  God,  told 
them  that  they  might  have  a  king  if  they 
pleased,  but  that  they  would  repent  of  having 
asked  for  one,  since  they  would  find  that  he 
was  an  evil  instead  of  a  blessing  to  them. 
They  would  find  that  he  would  vex  and  op- 
press them;  that  he  would  take  their  sons  and 
their  daughters  to  be  his  servants,  and  seize 
upon  their  fields  and  their  vineyards,  to  be- 
stow them  upon  his  favorites.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  the  people  still  persisted  in  asking 
for  a  king;  so  God  directed  Samuel  to  listen 
to  their  request,  and  told  him  that  He  had 
made  choice  of  Saul  to  be  their  ruler. 

Accordingly,  Saul  was  appointed  king  of 
Israel.  He  ruled  many  years,  and  gained 
many  victories  over  the  enemies  of  his  coun- 
trymen; but  they  soon  found  that  what  their 
prophet  had  told  them  was  true;  for  Saul  was 
a  hasty,  passionate  man,  and  of  a  jealous 
spirit.  He  saw  that  the  people  liked  David 
much  better  than  they  liked  him;  and  this 
made  him  so  unhappy,  that  he  was  perpetual- 
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\y  seeking  to  put  this  young  man  to  death. 
Twice  he  aimed  at  him  with  a  javelin;  and  he 
offered  him  his  daughter  in  marriage  on  con- 
dition that  he  would  slay  one  hundred  of  the 
Philistines  in  battle,  thinking  that  he  would, 
in  this  way,  occasion  him  to  fall  by  their 
hands.  Thus  was  his  life  rendered  wretched 
by  his  own  evil  passions,  and  his  death  was 
wretched  also,  for  his  army  was  defeated  in 
battle  by  the  Philistines,  and  he  himself  was 
sorely  wounded.  All  this  grieved  him  so 
much,  that  he  fell  on  his  own  sword  and  died. 


DAVID  SLAYING  GOLIATH. 

When  Saul  was  king  of  Israel,  the  Philis- 
tines assembled  their  armies  to  fight  against 
him.  So  Saul  and  the  men  of  Israel  were 
gathered  together,  and  when  both  armies  were 
drawn  up  one  against  the  other,  there  came 
out  of  the  ranks  of  the  Philistines  a  giant  ten 
feet  high,  whose  name  was  Goliath.  He  had 
a  helmet  of  brass  upon  his  head,  and  was 
clothed  with  a  coat  of  mail  from  head  to  foot. 

And  he  stood  and  cried  unto  the  armies  of 
Israel,  and  offered  that  if  they  could  find  any 
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one  to  fight  with  him,  the  battle  should  be 
decided  by  single  combat.  c  Choose  you  a 
man  for  you/  said  he,  '  and  let  him  come 
down  to  me ;  and  if  he  be  able  to  fight  with 
me,  and  to  kill  me,  then  will  we  be  your  ser- 
vants ;  but  if  I  prevail  against  him,  and  kill 
him,  then  shall  ye  be  our  servants,  and  serve 
us.' 

When  Saul  and  the  Israelites  heard  these 
words,  they  were  greatly  dismayed,  for  they 
thought  that  no  one  could  have  any  chance 
against  a  giant,  such  as  Goliath.  But  there 
was  among  them  a  young  man  of  the  name 
of  David.  His  usual  life  was  that  of  a  shep- 
herd, but  his  father  had  sent  him  to  carry 
provisions  to  his  two  elder  brothers,  who 
were  in  the  army.  And  David  went  up  to 
Saul,  and  said  that  he  would  go  and  fight 
with  the  Philistine. 

Saul  was  astonished  that  he  should  think  of 
such  a  thing.  But  David  replied,  that  when- 
ever a  lion  or  a  bear  had  come  to  attack  his 
father's  sheep,  he  had  always  gone  after  the 
wild  beast,  and  smitten  it;  and  that  when  it 
rose  against  him,  he  had  caught  it  by  the 
beard,  and  had  slain  it.  This  made  him  feel 
sure  that  God,  who  had  delivered  him  from 
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the  lions  and  the  bears,  would  deliver  him 
also  from  the  Philistine.  Saul  therefore  said 
to  him,  '  Go;  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee.' 

Saul  also  gave  him  a  helmet,  and  a  coat 
of  mail,  and  a  sword;  but  David  had  never 
been  accustomed  to  wear  armor,  and  he  felt 
that  he  could  not  fight  while  he  had  it  on.  So 
he  laid  it  aside,  and  he  took  his  staff  in  his 
hand,  and  chose  five  smooth  stones  out  of  the 
brook,  and  put  them  in  his  shepherd's  bag, 
and  his  sling  was  in  his  hand. 

Then  he  advanced  towards  the  Philistine ; 
and  when  Goliath  saw  how  young  a  man  was 
coming  out  to  fight  with  him,  and  without 
sword  or  armor,  he  despised  him,  and  said, 
'  Am  I  a  dog,  that  thou  comest  to  me  with 
staves?'  And  he  cursed  him,  and  told  him 
that  he  would  give  his  flesh  to  the  fowls  of 
the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field. 

But  David  feared  him  not,  and  replied, 
*  Thou  comest  to  me  with  a  sword,  and  with 
a  spear,  and  with  a  shield;  but  I  come  to  thee 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  God  of 
the  armies  of  Israel,  whom  thou  hast  defied.' 
He  told  him  also  he  would  smite  him,  and  cut 
his  head  off,  and  that  all  those  who    saw  it 

should  perceive,  that  the  Lord  saveth  not  with 

6* 
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sword  and  spear,  for  c  The  battle,5  said  he, 
e  is  the  Lord's,  and  He  will  give  thee  into 
our  hands.' 

Then  the  Philistine  advanced  nearer;  and 
when  David  saw  him  coming  he  ran  forward ; 
and  putting  his  hand  in  his  bag,  he  took  out 
a  stone  and  slang  it;  and  he  smote  the  Phil- 
istine in  the  forehead  with  such  force,  that  the 
stone  sunk  into  his  forehead,  and  the  Philis- 
tine fell  on  his  face  to  the  earth. 

Now  David  had  no  sword  of  his  own,  so  he 
ran  up  to  Goliath,  and  stood  upon  him,  and 
drew  his  sword  out  of  its  sheath,  and  slew  him, 
and  cut  off  his  head.  And  when  the  Philis- 
tines saw  that  their  champion  was  dead,  they 
fled;  and  the  men  of  Israel  and  of  Judah 
shouted,  and  pursued  after  the  Philistines  and 
slaughtered  them. 

This  story  shews  us  that  they,  who  think 
themselves  the  strongest,  often  prove  the 
weakest.  '  Pride  goeth  before  destruction, 
and  a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall,'  says  Solo- 
mon. This  proud  giant  despised  such  a  boy 
as  David  was;  but  he  soon  found  to  his  cost 
that,  stripling  as  he  was,  David  could  over- 
come him.  Let  this  teach  us  not  to  think 
ourselves  better  than  other  people,  when  per- 
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haps  we  are  worse.  Let  it  teach  us  to  think 
humbly  of  ourselves,  and  strive  to  be  really 
good,  and  just,  and  holy,  instead  of  only  es- 
teeming ourselves  to  be  so. 

This  story  shows  us  also  in  whom  we  should 
put  our  trust.  David  put  his  trust  in  God,  and 
God  gave  him  the  victory.  So  too  will  our 
heavenly  Father  help  us  in  the  hour  of  need, 
if  we  firmly  trust  in  Him,  and  pray  to  Him  for 
his  gracious  assistance.  i  Like  as  a  father 
pitieth  his  children,  even  so  the  Lord  pitieth 
them  that  fear  Him.  He  knoweth  our  frame; 
He  remembereth  that  we  are  but  dust;  and  no 
good  thing  will  He  withhold  from  them  that 
walk  uprightly.' 


FRIENDSHIP  OF  DAVID  AND  JONATHAN. 

When  David  returned  from  slaying  the 
Philistine,  the  women  came  out  from  all  the 
cities  of  Israel  singing  and  dancing;  and 
what  they  sang  was,  ■  Saul  hath  slain  his 
thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands.' 
This  made  Saul  very  wrath,  for  he  saw  that 
they  paid  more  honor  to  David  than  to  himself, 
and  from  that  day   forward   he   eyed  David 
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with  jealousy,  and  was  always  seeking  to  do 
him  harm. 

David  played  well  on  the  harp;  and  one 
day,  when  he  was  playing  to  amuse  Saul, 
and  to  drive  away  his  low  spirits,  Saul  aimed 
at  him  with  his  javelin,  and  would  have  kill- 
ed him,  if  he  had  not  slipped  out  of  the  way. 
And  after  this,  as  we  have  already  seen,  he 
tried  to  occasion  his  death  by  the  Philistines, 
for  he  promised  to  give  him  his  daughter  in 
marriage,  if  he  would  slay  one  hundred  of 
them. 

When  David  saw  that  Saul  was  determined 
to  kill  him,  if  he  could,  he  fled  away  from 
his  house,  and  dwelt  in  the  wilderness,  in 
caves,  and  upon  the  rocks  of  the  wild  goats. 
He  displayed  on  every  occasion  great  mag- 
nanimity towards  Saul.  The  king  came  one 
day,  without  attendants,  into  a  cave  where 
David  and  his  followers  lay  concealed.  He 
might  easily  have  taken  the  life  of  Saul,  as  his 
companions  exhorted  him  to  do;  but  he  con- 
tented himself  with  cutting  off  the  skirt  of 
Saul's  robe,  which  he  showed  to  him  after  he 
had  left  the  cave,  as  a  proof  that  he  had ,  no 
intention  of  doing  him  an  injury. 

Another  time  David   entered  the  tent  of 
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the  king,  who  lay  asleep  without  guards. 
David's  attendants  proposed  to  kill  Saul,  but 
David  only  took  the  cruse  of  water  and  the 
spear  from  the  king's  side,  and  retired  with- 
out doing  him  any  harm.  Then  David  called 
out  to  the  king  and  said:  'Behold,  O  my 
lord  and  king,  how  thou  pursuest  thine  inno- 
cent servant.  Again  I  might  have  slain  thee. 
Here  he  wTandered  about  with  a  few  follow- 
ers, always  fearing  Saul,  who  several  times 
assembled  his  men,  and  went  to  seek  him; 
and  twice  David  had  Saul  in  his  power,  and 
could  have  slain  him,  but  forbore. 

David  lived  this  miserable  life  for  some 
time;  but  he  had  one  very  good  friend  in 
Jonathan,  Saul's  son.  Jonathan  did  not  do 
as  his  wicked  father  did.  He  felt  no  jealousy 
towards  David,  though  he  knew  that  this 
young  man  would  afterwards  be  king  instead 
of  himself.  He  saw  that  David  had  an  ex- 
cellent spirit,  and  he  was  very  much  pleased 
with  him,  because  he  had  ventured  his  life  in 
fighting  with  the  giant,  in  order  to  save  his 
countrymen.  He  therefore  loved  him  as  his 
own  soul,  and  stripped  himself  of  the  robe 
that  was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  to  him,  to- 
gether with  his  sword,  his  bow,  and  his  girdle. 
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When  Saul  was  bent  upon  killing  David, 
Jonathan  told  him  to  keep  himself  hid;  and 
then  he  went  and  spoke  to  his  father  in  Da- 
vid's behalf.  Saul  repented  for  awhile;  but 
his  passion  and  malice  soon  returned;  and 
Jonathan  again  helped  David  to  escape  from 
the  hands  of  his  father. 

As  long  as  these  two  young  men  were  both 
living,  they  were  great  friends  to  one  anoth- 
er; and  when  David  heard  that  SauJ  and 
Jonathan  had  been  killed  in  battle,  he  was 
much  grieved,  although  he  knew  that  he 
himself  would  then  be  king.  He  also  wrote  a 
beautiful  poem  on  their  death,  which  showed 
how  sorry  he  was  for  them,  and  how  much  he 
had  loved  Jonathan. 

This  should  teach  us  to  seek  our  friends 
among  those  who  are  good  and  virtuous  char- 
acters. The  wicked  will  deceive  and  desert 
us,  or  will  lead  us  astray  into  sin;  but  they 
who  love  and  fear  God  will  always  be  true 
friends  to  us.  They  will  help  us  when  we 
are  in  difficulties ;  they  will  comfort  us  in  our 
sorrows,  and  make  our  lives  pleasant  and 
happy. 


Ruth   «nd    her  Mother. 
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RUTH  AND  HER  MOTHER. 

On  a  certain  time,  there  was  a  great  dearth 
and  famine  in  Israel.  Many  people  removed 
to  other  countries  in  quest  of  sustenance. 
Elimelech,  the  Bethlehemite,  went  with  his 
wife,  Naomi,  and  his  two  sons,  into  the  land 
of  Moab,  and  continued  there.  The  sons 
married,  but  both  their  father  and  they  died 
in  this  strange  land,  and  Naomi  was  left  alone. 
She  resolved  to  return  to  her.  own  country. 
Her  daughters-in-law  would  have  accompan- 
ied her,  but  Naomi  would  not  permit  them  to 
go  into  a  foreign  country. 

Ruth,  however,  was  not  to  be  dissuaded 
from  going  with  her  mother-in-law  to  the 
land  of  Israel.  'Whither  thou  goest,'  said 
she,  '  I  will  go;  where  thou  diest  will  I  die, 
and  there  be  buried:  thy  people  shall  be  my 
people,  and  thy  God  my  God.5 

Fertility  had  by  this  time  again  visited  Is- 
rael. Naomi  and  Ruth  arrived  at  Bethle- 
hem; but  the  fields  which  Naomi  had  left  at 
her  departure  were  untilled,  and  they  knew 
not  whence  to  obtain  food. 

It  was  just  then  harvest-time,   and  Ruth 
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proposed  to  go  and  glean  after  the  reapers. 
Guided  by  divine  Providence,  Ruth  began  to 
glean  in  the  fields  of  Boaz,  who  was  of  the 
kindred  of  her  father-in-law. 

Boaz  came  to  the  field  and  asked  who  was 
this  strange  gleaner.  The  overseer  of  the 
reapers  replied;  '  It  is  the  Moabitish  damsel 
that  came  back  with  Naomi.  She  hath  beg- 
ged permission  to  glean  after  the  reapers, 
because  she  and  her  mother-in-law  are  in 
want.' 

Then  said  Boaz  to  the  pious  Ruth:  '  Hear- 
est  thou,  my  daughter? — go  to  no  other  field 
to  glean,  but  abide  here  with  my  maidens: 
when  thou  art  thirsty,  drink  with  them,  and 
at  meal  time  come  thou  hither  and  eat  of  their 
bread.'  He  himself  brought  her  refreshment, 
and  he  ordered  the  reapers  to  leave  handfuls 
of  corn  out  of  the  sheaves,  on  purpose  that 
Ruth  might  have  the  more  to  glean.  She 
carried  all  that  she  had  gleaned  to  her  mother- 
in-law. 

Moved  by  her  affection  for  Naomi,  Boaz 
afterwards  married  Ruth,  and  thus  did  the 
Lord  recompense  the  attachment  of  the  duti- 
ful Ruth  to  her  poor  mother-in-law. 
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THE  WISDOM  OF  SOLOMON. 

When  David  was  dead,  Solomon  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead.  Soon  after  he  was  made 
king,  God  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream  by 
night,  and  offered  to  give  him  whatever  he 
should  ask.  Now  Solomon  knew  that  it  would 
be  a  difficult  thing  to  govern  so  great  a  peo- 
ple as  that  of  which  he  was  king,  particu- 
larly as  he  was  but  a  young  man,  and  had  not 
had  much  experience.  He  therefore  prayed 
God  to  give  him  an  understanding  heart,  that 
he  might  know  how  to  govern  his  people,  and 
to  discern  between  good  and  evil. 

God  was  pleased  with  Solomon,  because  he 
had  prayed  thus.  And  he  told  him  that,  be- 
cause he  had  asked  for  wTisdom  and  under- 
standing, therefore  he  would  give  him  a  wise 
and  an  understanding  heart;  and  that  he 
would  also  give  him  the  riches  and  honor  for 
which  he  had  not  asked. 

Accordingly,  God  gave  Solomon  abundant 
honor  and  riches,  and  such  exceeding  wisdom, 
that  people  came  from  a  great  distance  to 
hear  him  speak,  and  to  converse  with  him. 

One   day  there  appeared  before  him  two 
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women,  one  of  whom  said  that  they  two  lived 
together  in  the  same  house.  She  said  also 
that  to  each  a  child  had  been  born,  and  that 
three  nights  afterwards  the  child  of  the  other 
woman  died;  upon  which  she  took  the  living 
child  of  her  who  was  sleeping,  and  put  her  own 
dead  child  in  its  place.  The  other  woman  de- 
nied this,  and  said  that  the  living  child  was 
hers.  To  find  out  the  truth,  Solomon  com- 
manded his  officers  to  bring  a  sword,  and  to 
divide  the  living  child  in  two,  and  give  half  to 
the  one,  and  half  to  the  other. 

One  of  the  women  was  willing  that  the 
child  should  be  divided;  but  the  other  cried 
out  in  despair  and  agony,  '  O  my  Lord!  give 
her  the  living  child,  and  in  nowise  slay  it.' 
This  earnest  desire  to  save  the  life  of  the  in- 
fant showed  clearly  that  she  was,  as  she  de- 
clared, the  mother  of  it,  and  accordingly, 
Solomon  delivered  the  child  to  her. 


THE  THREE  YEARS'  DROUGHT. 

There  were  many  bad  kings  who  reigned 
over  Israel,  and  among  these  was  Ahab.  He 
married  a   wicked    woman   called    Jezebel, 
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who  slew  the  prophets  of  the  Lord.  It  was 
by  her  persuasion  that  he  built  a  temple,  and 
planted  a  grove,  in  honor  of  the  idol  Baal. 
In  short,  he  did  more  to  offend  God,  than. all 
the  kings  of  Israel  who  had  been  before  him. 
God  was  so  much  displeased  with  his  con- 
duct, that  he  declared  to  him,  by  the  prophet 
Elijah,  that  there  should  be  neither  dew  nor 
rain  in  the  land  for  three  years.  This  caused 
a  grievous  famine.  God  therefore  directed 
Elijah,  to  go  and  conceal  himself  by  the  brook 
Cherith,  which  flows  into  the  Jordan.  So  he 
went  to  the  place  which  was  pointed  out  to 
him;  and  there  ravens  brought  him  bread  and 
flesh  every  morning  and  every  evening,  and 
he  drank  of  the  waters  of  the  brook. 

When  the  water  of  the  brook  was  dried 
up,  because  there  was  no  rain,  God  direct- 
ed Elijah  to  go  to  Zarephath  in  Zidon,  and 
to  dwell  there,  for  he  had  commanded  a  wid- 
ow woman  to  sustain  him.  He  therefore  went 
to  Zarephath;  and  when  he  came  to  the 
gate  of  the  city,  the  widow  woman  was  there 
gathering  sticks.  He  asked  her  to  give  him 
some  water  to  drink,  and  a  morsel  of  bread 
to  eat.  She  told  him,  she  had  nothing  in  the 
world   but   a   handful  of  meal   in   a   barrel, 
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and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse;  and  that  she 
was  gathering  a  few  sticks,  to  dress  it  for 
herself  and  her  son,  that  they  might  eat  it  and 
die. 

Then  Elijah  told  her  to  fear  not,  but  to  go 
and  do  as  she  had  said,  and  bring  him  some 
food.  And  he  assured  her  that  the  barrel  of 
meal  should  not  waste,  nor  the  cruse  of  oil 
fail,  till  the  day  when  the  Lord  should  send 
rain  upon  the  earth.  So  she  did  as  the  pro- 
phet had  told  her;  and  she  and  her  family  had 
plenty  of  food  provided  for  them,  for  the  bar- 
rel of  meal  wasted  not,  nor  did  the  cruse  of 
oil  fail  as  long  as  the  famine  lasted. 

After  awhile  the  poor  widow's  little  boy 
died.  When  she  saw  that  he  was  dead,  she 
was  much  grieved  and  thought  that  this  mis- 
fortune was  meant  to  punish  her,  for  some  sin 
which  she  had  committed.  But  Elijah  took 
the  child,  and  carried  it  up  into  the  loft  where 
he  slept,  and  laid  it  upon  his  own  bed. 

Then  he  stretched  himself  upon  the  child 
three  times,  and  cried  to  God,  saying,  '  O 
Lord,  my  God!  I  pray  Thee  let  this  child's 
soul  come  into  him  again.'  God  granted  the 
prayer  of  Elijah,  and  the  child  came  to  life 
again,   and  he  delivered  him  to  his  mother. 


SIEGE    OF    JERUSALEM.  81 

And  when  the  woman  saw  her  son  alive  again, 
she  said  to  Elijah,  '  Now  by  this  I  know  that 
Jiou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  that  the  word  of 
the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth.' 


SIEGE  OF  JERUSALEM. 

The  kingdom  of  Judah,  which  comprised 
two  of  the  tribes,  had  been  governed  by  some 
very  pious  and  virtuous  princes.  They  sought 
to  preserve  the  worship  of  the  true  God  in 
their  dominions,  while  others  were  wicked 
and  bowed  before  idols. 

Under  Rehoboam,  the  very  first  king  of 
Judah,  idolatry  was  spread  over  the  country. 
His  son,  who  reigned  not  quite  three  years, 
was  no  better  nor  wiser  than  himself.  The 
good  king  Asa  strove  to  purify  the  religion 
of  his  subjects  from  idolatry.  He  caused  the 
altars  erected  to  idols  to  be  demolished,  and 
the  idols  themselves  to  be  destroyed. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Jehoshaphat,  one  of 
the  best  kings,  who  sought  completely  to  re- 
store the  worship  of  the  true  God.  This 
good  man  appointed  chosen  priests  and  Le- 
vites  to  journey  to  and  fro  in  the  land,  and  to 
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instruct  the  people  in  the  pure  religion.  The 
blessing  of  God  was  on  the  people  during  his 
wise  reign,  and  the  Lord  assisted  him  against 
his  enemies. 

This  pious  prince  was  succeeded  on  the 
throne  by  a  son,  unlike  himself,  named  Jeho- 
ram,  who  built  altars  to  the  false  gods,  and 
encouraged  idolatry.  He  was  a  wicked  and 
cruel  prince.  God  punished  him  with  a 
painful  disease,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life 
in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign. 

His  son  reigned  but  one  year.  Jehoiada, 
the  high-priest,  then  took  his  son  Joash,  who 
was  but  seven  years  of  age,  made  him  king, 
and  anointed  him.  The  people,  on  this  occa- 
sion, renewed  their  oath  to  worship  the  invisi- 
ble God  alone,  and  hastened  to  destroy  the 
altars  of  the  idols.  Jehoiada,  as  guardian  to 
the  young  king,  governed  wisely,  and  the 
worship  of  the  true  God  was  reestablished. 
After  his  death,  King  Joash  permitted  his 
courtiers  to  worship  false  gods,  and  idolatry 
again  spread  itself  over  the  land.  He  was 
followed  on  the  throne  of  Judah  by  several 
other  kings,  some  of  whom  were  unrighteous. 

At  length  Hezekiah  was  anointed  king. 
He  exerted  himself  most  zealously  to  suppress 


■ 


Siege   of  Jerusalem. 
85. 


SIEGE    OF    JERUSALEM.  85 

idolatry,  and  to  make  known  the  worship  of 
the  true  God.  He  caused  the  Feast  of  the 
Passover,  which  had  not  been  kept  during 
the  reigns  of  preceding  kings,  to  be  celebrat- 
ed with  great  solemnity.  The  people  return- 
ed with  joy  to  the  adoration  of  the  true  God, 
and  many  Israelites  even  came  into  the  king- 
dom of  Judah,  to  attend  divine  worship. 

God  bestowed  his  favor  on  the  pious  mon- 
arch. Sennacherib,  king  of  Assyria,  invad- 
ed the  kingdom  of  Judah  with  a  prodigious 
army,  and  advanced  to  Jerusalem,  the  capital, 
which  he  besieged.  Hezekiah  and  his  sub- 
jects were  reduced  to  the  utmost  extremity. 
The  prophet  Isaiah  comforted  them,  and  as- 
sured them  of  the  assistance  of  God.  Jeru- 
salem was  nevertheless  soon  completely 
surrounded  by  the  numberless  hosts  of  the 
enemy,  and  deliverance  for  Judah  seemed 
impossible. 

But,  according  to  the  prediction  of  the 
prophet,  not  a  foe  came  into  the  city,  nor  was 
an  arrow  shot  against  it.  In  the  night,  the 
angel  of  death  visited  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
and  in  the  morning  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  thousand  Assyrians  were  dead.     Those 

who  were  spared,  seized  with  horror  and  af* 
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fright,  betook  themselves  to  flight,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Judah  was  delivered  from  its 
enemies. 

Hezekiah  was  succeeded  in  the  govern- 
ment by  his  son  Manasseh,  who  was  seduced 
into  idolatry.  His  country  was  invaded  by 
the  king  of  Assyria,  and  he  was  taken  and 
carried  away  captive  to  Babylon. 


JOSIAH,  THE  YOUNG  KING  OF  JUDAH. 

Josiah  was  made  king  of  Judah  when  he 
was  only  eight  years  of  age.  When  he  was 
sixteen  years  old  he  began  to  seek  after  the 
God  of  his  fathers;  and  when  he  was  twenty, 
he  did  many  things  which  showed  that  he 
was  a  good  man,  and  a  good  king. 

In  those  times  there  were  no  printed  books, 
as  there  are  now;  and  as  it  required  much 
time  and  trouble  to  copy  Bibles  with  a  pen, 
there  were  very  few  to  be  had.  Probably 
some  parts  of  the  Law  of  Moses  had  been 
read  to  Josiah,  but  not  the  whole.  One  day, 
however,  a  very  good  copy  of  that  part  of  the 
Bible  was  found  in  the  temple,  and  brought 
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to  Josiah  by  Shaphan  the  scribe,  who  also 
read  it  to  him. 

And  when  the  king  heard  the  words  of  the 
book  of  the  law,  and  especially  the  terrible 
threatenings  of  God  against  wicked  men  and 
wicked  nations,  he  was  very  much  troubled. 
And  he  rent  his  clothes,  for  he  knew  that  the 
people  over  whom  he  ruled  had  acted  very 
wickedly,  and  had  done  much  to  offend  the 
Lord  their  God.  He  resolved  that  he  would 
try  to  turn  away  the  just  displeasure  of  their 
Creator  from  them. 

Accordingly,  he  broke  in  pieces  the  images 
of  the  false  gods  which  they  worshipped,  and 
destroyed  their  altars,  and  cut  down  the  groves 
which  were  planted  in  honor  of  them.  He 
also  burnt,  on  the  altar  at  Bethel,  the  bones  of 
all  the  priests  who  had  ever  ministered  there. 
Afterwards  he  assembled  the  people  together, 
and  read  to  them  the  words  of  the  Bible,  which 
had  been  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord; 
and  he  and  all  his  people  solemnly  declared, 
that  they  would  obey  the  laws  which  they  had 
heard. 

Though  Josiah  was  very  young  when  he 
was  made  king,  he  did  not  act  foolishly,  and 
give  way  to  the  temptations  which  beset  him. 
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He  soon  showed  that  he  was  willing  to  re- 
ceive instruction,  and  that  he  feared  God. 
Let  us  then  strive  to  be  like  him.  Let  us 
not  think  that  we  know  as  much  as  those 
who  are  older  than  ourselves;  and  that  we 
have  no  need  of  being  taught.  But  let  us 
listen  attentively  to  those  who  are  so  kind  as 
to  instruct  us,  and  never  suffer  their  good 
advice  to  be  given  us  in  vain.  Thus  shall 
we  be  honored  and  respected  even  when  we 
are  young,  and  when  we  grow  up,  the  truths 
and  the  precepts  which  we  have  learned  will 
be  our  guide,  and  our  comfort,  in  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  life. 


THE  HANDWRITING  ON  THE  WALL. 

When  Belshazzar  was  king  of  Babylon, 
he  gave  a  grand  feast  to  a  thousand  of  his 
lords.  And  he  commanded  that  the  gold  and 
silver  vessels  should  be  brought  out,  which 
his  father  had  taken  from  the  temple  at  Jeru- 
salem. Out  of  these  he  and  all  his  princes 
and  family  drank  wine,  in  honor  of  senseless 
idols  made  of  gold  and  silver,  and  wood  and 
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stone,  while  they  despised  the  true  God,  and 
set  his  authority  at  nought. 

But  while  they  were  feasting,  there  came 
forth  the  fingers  of  a  man's  hand,  and  wrote 
over  against  the  candlestick,  on  the  wall  of 
the  king's  palace;  and  the  king  saw  the  part 
of  the  hand  which  wrote.  Then  the  king's 
countenance  changed,  and  his  thoughts  troub- 
led him,  so  that  his  joints  were  loosed,  and 
his  knees  smote  one  against  another. 

He  could  not  tell  what  the  writing  was. 
So  he  sent  for  his  wise  mea,  and  promised 
that  he  would  give  a  scarlet  robe,  and  a  gold- 
en chain,  and  high  honor,  to  him  who  should 
read  it  and  tell  him  what  it  meant.  But  not 
one  of  them  could  explain  it. 

Then  the  queen  remembered  how  Daniel 
had  explained  dreams,  and  that  he  was  es- 
teemed a  very  wise  and  skilful  man  So 
Daniel  was  sent  for;  and  when  he  came  he 
told  the  king  very  plainly,  that  he  had  not 
taken  warning  by  the  sad  punishment  of  his 
grandfather,  Nebuchadnezzar,  but  had  lift- 
ed himself  up  against  the  Lord  of  heaven. 
He  reminded  him  that  he  had  been  drinking 
wine  out  of  the  holy  vessels  of  the  temple, 
and  had  praised  the  dumb  idols  which  see  not, 
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neither  hear  nor  understand,  while  he  had  not 
glorified  the  God,  in  whose  hand  his  breath 
was,  and  whose  were  all  his  ways. 

After  he  had  said  this,  Daniel  looked  at 
the  writing  on  the  wall,  and  he  told  the  king 
that  the  meaning  of  it  was,  that  he  had  been 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting; 
and  that  his  kingdom  was  at  an  end,  and 
would  be  given  to  the  Medes  and  Persians. 
All  which  came  to  pass  as  Daniel  had  spoken, 
for  that  very  night  Belshazzar  was  slain,  and 
Darius,  the  Mede,  took  possession  of  the 
kingdom  of  Babylon. 

The  wicked  may  flourish  for  awhile,  but 
their  glory  endureth  not,  and  their  fall  is  ter- 
rible. Let  us  then  submit  ourselves  to  the 
Lord  our  God,  and  praise  his  holy  name  for 
ever  and  ever.  Let  us  acknowledge  his 
mighty  power,  and  revere  his  wisdom,  and 
love  Him  for  his  goodness.  Let  us  study  his 
holy  word,  and  walk  without  wavering  in  the 
path  of  his  commands. 


DANIEL    m    THE    LIONS'    DEN.  91 


DANIEL  IN  THE  LIONS'  DEN. 

When  Darius  came  to  be  king  of  Babylon, 
Daniel  was  a  very  old  man.  But  the  king 
had  heard  of  his  wisdom,  and  he  saw  that  an 
excellent  spirit  was  in  him.  He  therefore 
advanced  him  to  great  honor,  and  thought 
even  of  setting  him  over  the  whole  kingdom. 

But  the  princes,  and  other  g#eat  men  of 
Babylon,  did  not  like  to  see  a  stranger  pre- 
ferred before  themselves,  and-  they  determin- 
ed, if  they  could,  to  destroy  him.  Now  they 
knew  that  they  could  find  nothing  against  him, 
except  on  account  of  his  religion.  They 
therefore  prevailed  upon  Darius  to  make  a 
decree,  that  if  any  one  should  ask  a  petition 
of  any  God  or  man  for  thirty  days,  except  of 
himself,  he  should  be  cast  into  the  lions'  den. 

Now  Daniel  always  prayed  to  God  three 
times  every  day.  Though  he  knew  of  the  de- 
cree which  the  king  had  signed,  yet  he  also 
knew  that  he  must  obey  God  rather  than  man. 
He  therefore  went  into  his  chamber,  and  pray- 
ed three  times  a  day,  and  gave  thanks  to  God, 
as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do. 

When  the  princes  of  Babylon  found  that 
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Daniel  prayed  as  usual,  they  informed  Darius, 
who  was  very  sorry  that  he  had  made  such  a 
rash  decree,  and  wished  very  much  to  deliver 
the  prophet  from  punishment.  But  the  prin- 
ces reminded  him  that  the  laws  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians'  could  not  be  changed;  so  he 
gave  judgment  that  Daniel  should  be  thrown 
into  the  lions'  den. 

Then  the  king  went  to  his  palace,  and  pas- 
sed the  nigh^without  either  eating  or  drinking. 
He  refused  to  listen  to  music,  and  his  sleep 
went  from  him,  for  he  could  not  help  thinking 
of  the  prophet  who  had  been  cast  into  the 
den. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  the  king  arose, 
and  went  in  haste  to  the  lions'  den,  to  see  what 
was  become  of  Daniel.  And  when  he  came 
to  the  den,  he  cried  with  a  lamentable  voice, 
and  said,  '  O  Daniel,  servant  of  the  living 
God,  is  thy  God,  whom  thou  servest  contin- 
ually, able  to  deliver  thee  from  lions?'  Then 
said  Daniel  to  the  king,  'O  king!  live  for 
ever.  My  God  hath  sent  his  angel,  and  shut 
the  lions'  mouths,  and  they  have  not  hurt  me, 
forasmuch  as  before  Him  innocency  was  found 
in  me,  and  also  before  thee,  O  king,  have  I 
done  no  hurt.' 
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Then  was  the  king  exceedingly  glad;  and 
he  commanded  that  they  should  bring  up  Dan- 
iel out  of  the  den;  and  that  they  should  throw 
into  it  all  those  wicked  men  who  had  accused 
him.  They  accordingly  threw  them  in,  and 
the  lions  attacked  them,  and  broke  all  their 
bones  in  pieces  before  ever  they  came  to  the 
bottom  of  the  den. 

God  will  never  forsake  those  who  love  and 
fear  him,  and  who  strive  always  to  conform 
themselves  to  his  laws.  He  is  great,  and 
wise,  and  good;  and  he  loves,  those  who  are 
upright  in  mind,  and  faithful  in  his  service. 
Let  us,  then,  seek  His  favor  as  the  greatest 
blessing  that  we  can  possess.  Let  us  serve 
him  with  willing  and  with  cheerful  hearts, 
and  endeavor  at  all  times  to  act  as  He  has 
commanded  us. 


THE  RETURN  FROM  THE  CAPTIVITY. 

As  long  as  the  children  of  Israel  did  what 
was  right,  and  obeyed  the  law  of  their  God, 
he  blessed  them,  and  caused  them  to  live  in 
peace    and  prosperity.     But  when  they  for- 
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sook  the  Lord,  and  worshipped  other  gods 
instead  of  Him,  he  afflicted  them  with  famine, 
or  with  drought,  or  pestilence,  or  stirred  up 
other  nations  to  fight  against  them. 

At  last,  when  they  were  grown  very  wick- 
ed, in  order  to  punish  them  more  severely, 
he  suffered  many  of  them  to  be  carried  away 
to  Babylon.  There  they  remained  for  seven- 
ty years,  working  hard  for  their  masters,  and 
mourning  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  live 
in  their  own  beautiful  country,  and  in  their 
own  holy  city. 

Towards  the  end  of  that  time,  Daniel,  per- 
ceiving, from  a  passage  in  the  book  of  the 
prophet  Jeremiah,  that  the  period  of  their 
deliverance  was  at  hand,  put  up  an  earnest 
prayer  to  God,  in  which  he  humbly  confessed 
how  sinful  his  countrymen  had  been,  and  en- 
treated Him  to  show  them  his  mercy.  While 
he  was  still  praying,  God  sent  the  angel 
Gabriel  to  comfort  him.  And  shortly  after- 
wards, Cyrus,  who  was  then  king  of  Baby- 
lon, issued  a  decree  that  the  Jews  should 
return  to  their  country,  and  that  their  temple 
should  be  built  up  again.  Accordingly,  fifty 
thousand  of  them  went  back  to  Judea;  and 
they  immediately  set  about  repairing  the  city 
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of  Jerusalem,  and  building  a  new  temple  for 
their  worship. 

For  some  time  their  design  was  hindered 
by  their  neighbors  the  Samaritans,  who  were 
vexed  that  they  would  not  accept  of  their 
assistance.  But  Darius,  who  had  succeeded 
to  Cyrus  as  king  of  Persia,  issued  a  second 
decree,  commanding  his  governors  to  assist 
the  Jews;  so  that  at  last  the  temple  was  com- 
pleted, and  it  was  dedicated  to  God  with  great 
rejoicing.  The  city  was  not  yet  finished, 
but  Ahasuerus,  another  king  of  Persia,  grant- 
ed a  decree  that  the  governors  of  his  provin- 
ces should  render  assistance  to  the  Jews. 
Thus  was  the  Holy  City  at  length  restored  to 
its  ancient  strength  and  grandeur. 


HAMAN  AND  MORDECAI. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Jews  returned  to 
their  own  country;  but  there  were  still  many 
of  them  left  at  Babylon,  and  in  Persia  in  the 
time  of  Ahasuerus.  This  king  took  Esther, 
who  was  one  of  them,  to  be  his  wife. 

Ahasuerus  set  Haman  above  all  the  princes 

of  his  kingdom.    Now  Haman  was  a  proud  and 
9 


98  HAMAN    AND    MORDECAI. 

haughty  man,  and  Mordecai,  who  was  a  Jew 
and  cousin  to  Esther  the  queen,  would  not 
bow  down  before  him  in  token  of  respect  as 
others  did.  Haman  was  very  much  vexed  at 
this;  and  though  he  had  great  riches,  and  a 
large  family,  and  was  highly  honored  by  the 
king,  yet  he  could  not  enjoy  his  prosperity, 
so  long  as  he  saw  Mordecai  the  Jew  sitting 
at  the  gate  of, the  king's  palace,  and  refusing 
to  do  him  reverence. 

He  was  so  angry  that  he  determined  to 
destroy  not  only  Mordecai  himself,  but  all  his 
countrymen.  So  he  obtained  from  the  king 
a  decree,  that  on  a  certain  day  the  Jews 
should  be  put  to  death,  in  all  the  provinces  of 
the  empire.  He  also  ordered  a  gallows  to 
be  made  fifty  cubits  high,  on  which  to  hang^ 
Mordecai. 

Mordecai  had  once  saved  the  king's  life; 
and  Ahasuerus,  finding  that  no  reward  had 
been  given  him  for  so  great  a  service,  called 
for  Haman,  and  said  to  him,  c  What  shall  be 
done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honor?'  Now  Haman  was  a  vain  and  fool- 
ish man;  and  he  thought  in  his  heart.  c  To 
whom  would  the  king  delight  to  do  honor 
more  than  to  myself?'     Therefore  he  replied, 
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*  For  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honor,  let  the  royal  apparel  be  brought,  which 
the  king  useth  to  wear,  and  the  horse  that  the 
king  rideth  upon,  and  the  royal  crown  which 
is  set  upon  his  head;  and  let  this  apparel  and 
horse  be  delivered  to  the  hand  of  one  of  the 
king's  most  noble  princes,  that  they  may 
array  the  man  withal  whom  the  king  delight- 
eth to  honor,  and  bring  him  on  horseback 
through  the  street  of  the  city,  and  proclaim 
before  him,  '  thus  shall  it  be  done  to  the  man 
whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honor.5 

Then  the  king  told  Haman  to  do  all  that 
he  had  said,  to  Mordecai  the  Jew,  who  sat  at 
his  gate.  Haman  was  sadly  disappointed 
when  he  heard  this;  but  he  was  obliged  to  do 
as  the  king  told  him.  So  when  he  had  cloth- 
ed his  enemy  Mordecai  in  fine  raiment,  and 
set  him  on  a  horse,  he  led  him  through  the 
street  of  the  city,  proclaiming  before  him, 
1  Thus  shall  it  be  done  to  the  man  whom  the 
king  delighteth  to  honor.' 

Haman  must  have  been  much  mortified 
when  he  was  obliged  to  do  honor  to  the  man 
whom  he  so  bitterly  hated.  But  this  was  not 
the  worst.  When  Esther  told  the  king  that 
she   and  her  people  were  soon  to  be  destroy- 
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ed,  and  that  it  was  Haman  who  had  plotted 
this  evil  against  them,  Ahasuerus  ordered 
him  to  be  put  to  death;  and  he  was  hanged 
on  the  very  gallows  which  he  had  prepared 
for  Mordecai.  Thus  are  the  wicked  snared 
in  the  work  of  their  own  hands. 


PART  II. 
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NEW    TESTAMENT. 


THE    BIRTH    AND     NAMING    OF     JOHN 
THE  BAPTIST. 

In  the  days  of  Eferod,  king  of  Judaea, 
there  was  a  certain  priest  named  Zacharias; 
and  his  wife  was  a  descendant  of  Aaron,  and 
her  name  was  Elizabeth.  They  were  both 
righteous  before  God,  walking  in  all  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord  blameless. 

They  had  no  child;  and  were  both  now  ad- 
vanced in  years.  But  one  day,  when  Zach- 
arias was  burning  incense  in  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem,  there  appeared  to  him  an  angel  of 
the  Lord  standing  on  the  right  side  of  the  al- 
tar of  incense.  When  Zacharias  saw  him  he 
was  troubled,  and  fear  fell  upon  him;  but  the 
angel  said  unto  him,  '  Fear  not;  for  thy  pray- 
er is  heard,  and  thy  wife  Elizabeth  shall  bear 
thee  a  son;  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  John, 
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And  he  shall  be  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  many  of  the  children  of  Israel  shall  he 
turn  to  the  Lord  their  God.  And  he  shall  go 
before  him,  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  the 
prophet  Elijah,  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fath- 
ers to  the  children,  and  the  disobedient  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  just;  to  make  ready  a  people 
prepared  for  the  Lord.' 

And  Zacharias  said,  c  How  shall  I  know 
this?  for  I  am  an  old  man,  and  my  wife  also 
is  advanced  in  years.'  And  the  angel  answer- 
ing said  unto  him,  '  I  am  Gabriel,  that  stand 
in  the  presence  of  God;  and  I  am  sent  to 
speak  unto  thee,  and  to  bring  thee  these  glad- 
tidings.  And  behold  thou  shalt  be  dumb,  and 
not  able  to  speak,  until  the  day  when  these 
things  shall  be  performed,  because  thou  be- 
lievest  not  my  words,  which  shall  be  fulfilled 
in  their  season.' 

Now  the  people,  who  had  been  praying  in 
the  court  without,  waited  for  Zacharias,  and 
wondered  that  he  tarried  so  long  in  the  tem- 
ple. When  he  came  out,  they  perceived  that 
he  had  seen  a  vision,  for  he  made  signs  to  them, 
not  being  able  to  speak. 

And  it  came  to  pass  as  the  angel  had  fore- 
told to  Zacharias,  for  his  wife  Elizabeth  bore 
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him  a  son;  and  when  her  neighbors  and  her 
relatives  would  have  named  him  after  his  fa- 
ther, she  said,  '  Not  so;  but  he  shall  be  called 
John.5  They  said  unto  her,  '  There  is  none 
of  thy  kindred  that  is  called  by  this  name;' 
and  they  made  signs  to  his  father  to  know 
how  he  would  have  him  called. 

Then  Zacharias  asked  for  a  tablet,  and  wrote 
upon  it — '  His  name  is  John.5  They  all  mar- 
velled at  this,  and  still  more  when  the  tongue 
of  Zacharias  was  immediately  loosed,  and  he 
began  to  speak  and  to  praise  God.  Zacha- 
rias was  also  informed  by  God  himself  what 
his  son  would  be,  and  foretold  that  he  would 
become  a  prophet  of  the  Most  High,  and  that 
he  would  be  the  first  to  proclaim  the  great 
salvation,  with  which  God  was  about  to  bless 
his  people  Israel  and  all  mankind. 
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At  the  time  when  Jesus  Christ  was  born, 
the  Jews  were  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Romans.  Now  Caesar  Augustus,  who  was 
Emperor  of  Rome,  issued  a  decree,  that  all 
the  Jews  should  have  their  names  entered  in  a 
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register.  Accordingly  they  all  went  to  be  re- 
gistered, each  in  his  own  city.  Among  the 
rest,  Joseph  also  went  up  from  Galilee,  out 
of  the  city  of  Nazareth,  into  Judaea,  unto  the 
city  of  David,  which  is  called  Bethlehem, 
because  he  was  of  the  house  and  family 
of  David. 

He  went  up  to  be  registered  with  Mary 
his  betrothed  wife.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
while  they  were  there,  that  she  brought  forth 
her  first-born  son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swad- 
dling clothes,  and  laid  him  to  rest  in  the 
court  before  the  house,  because  there  was  no 
room  in  the  guest-chamber.* 

JSTow  there  were  in  the  same  country  shep- 
herds abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch  over 
their  flocks  by  night.  And  lo!  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  shone  round  about  them,  and  they 
were  sore  afraid.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
said  unto  them,  '  Fear  not;  for,  behold!  I 
bring  you   good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 

*  There  were  no  inns  in  Judaea,  such  as  we  have  in  this 
country,  but  they  who  were  on  a  journey  were  commonly 
received  into  the  houses  of  their  friends  and  relatives;  and 
the  room  in  which  they  were  lodged  was  called  the  guest' 
chamber. 
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shall  be  to  all  the  people ;  for  unto  you  is  born 
this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  who 
is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign 
to  you  that  it  is  as  I  say;  ye  shall  find  the 
babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes  lying  in 
the  court  before  a  house.5 

And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a 
multitude  of  the  heavenly  host,  praising  God, 
and  saying,  '  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good-will  towards  men!5 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  angels  were 
gone  away  from  them  into  heaven,  the  shep- 
herds said  one  to  another,  c  Let  us  now  go 
even  to  Bethlehem,  and  see  this  great  thing 
which  is  come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath 
made  known  unto  us.5 

So  they  came  with  haste,  and  found  Mary, 
and  Joseph,  and  the  babe,  lying  in  a  court. 
And  when  they  had  seen  it,  they  made  known 
abroad  what  had  been  told  them  concerning 
this  child.  All  they  that  heard  it  wondered 
at  those  things  which  had  been  told  them  by 
the  shepherds;  but  Mary  kept  all  these  things, 
and  pondered  them  in  her  heart.  And  the 
shepherds  returned,  glorifying  and  praising 
God  for  all  the  things  which  they  had  heard 
and  seen. 
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When  the  child  was  eight  days  old,  he  was 
called  Jesus,  which  was  the  name  given  to 
him  by  the  angel  before  he  was  born,  and 
which  signifies  Saviour,  since  he  came  to 
save  mankind  from  sin  and  death. 

When  he  was  about  six  weeks  old,  his 
mother  presented  him  to  the  Lord  in  the  tem- 
ple, as  she  was  directed  by  the  law  of  Moses. 
Now  there  was  a  man  in  Jerusalem  of  the 
name  of  Simeon;  he  was  a  just  and  a  devout 
man,  who  looked  for  the  coming  of  the  great 
Messiah ;#  and  it  had  been  revealed  to  him 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  he  should  not  die  till 
he  had  seen  the  Lord's  Christ.  This  holy 
man  came  by  the  direction  of  God  into  the 
temple;  and  when  the  parents  brought  in  the 
child  Jesus,  to  do  for  him  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  law,  he  took  him  up  in  his  arms 
and  blessed  God,  saying,  *  Lord,  now  lettest 
thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according 
to  thy  word;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation,    which   thou  hast  prepared  before 

*  Messiah  means  the  same  as  Christ,  that  is,  one  anointed. 
Kings  were  anointed,  in  ancient  times,  when  they  took  the 
kingly  office  upon  them;  and  Jesus  is  called  the  Christ,  as 
being  appointed  by  God  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 
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the  face  of  all  people — a  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel.5 

There  was  also  Anna,  a  prophetess;  she 
was  of  a  great  age,  being  eighty-four  years 
old;  and  she  departed  not  from  the  temple, 
but  served  God  with  fastings  and  prayers 
night  and  day.  And  she,  coming  in  at  that 
instant,  gave  thanks  likewise  unto  the  Lord, 
and  spake  of  Jesus  to  all  those  in  Jerusalem 
who  looked  for  deliverance. 

And  when  the  parents  of  Jesus  had  per- 
formed all  things  according  to  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  they  returned  into  Galilee  to  their  own 
city  Nazareth.  And  the  child  grew  and 
waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom; 
and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him. 

10 
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THE  FLIGHT  INTO  EGYPT. 

After  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Ju- 
daea, there  came  wise  men  from  the  East, 
who  were  guided  by  a  star,  which  went  be- 
fore them^  till  it  came  and  stood  over  the 
place  where  the  young  child  was.  When 
they  saw  the  star,  they  rejoiced  with  exceed- 
ing great  joy.  When  they  were  come  into 
the  house,  they  saw  the  young  child,  with 
Mary  his  mother,  and  fell  down  and  did  hom- 
age to  him;  and  when  they  had  opened  their 
treasures,  they  presented  unto  him  rich  gifts, 
gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh. 

Now  Herod  the  king  had  told  them,  that 
when  they  had  found  the  child,  they  should 
bring  him  word,  in  order  that  he  also  might 
go  and  pay  his  homage  to  him.  But  being 
warned  by  God  in  a  dream,  that  they  should 
not  return  to  Herod,  they  departed  into  their 
own  country  another  way.  And  when  they 
were  departed,  behold  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  in  a  dream  to  Joseph,  saying, 
*  Arise,  take  the  young  child,  and  his  mother, 
and  flee  into  Egypt,  and  remain  there  till  I 
bring  thee  word,  for  Herod  will  seek  the 
young  child  to  destroy  him.' 


i 
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So  Joseph  took  the  child  and  his  mother  by 
night,  and  departed  into  Egypt,  where  he  re- 
mained till  the  death  of  Herod.  And  Herod, 
when  he  saw  that  he  had  been  deceived  by  the 
wise  men,  was  exceedingly  wroth.  And  he  sent 
forth  and  slew  all  the  male  children  that  were 
in  Bethlehem,  and  in  all  the  neighboring 
parts,  from  two  years  old  and  under,  accord- 
ing to  the  time  when  he  had  diligently  inqui- 
red of  the  wise  men  where  Christ  was  to  be 
born. 


JESUS  GOES  TO  JERUSALEM    AT 
TWELVE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

After  Herod's  death,  Joseph  departed  from 
Egypt,  and  went  and  dwelt  in  the  city  of  Gal- 
lilee,  in  a  city  called  Nazareth. 

Now  the  parents  of  Jesus  went  up  to  Jeru- 
salem every  year,  at  the  feast  of  the  passover. 
And  when  he  was  twelve  years  old,  they  took 
him  with  them  when  they  went  up  to  the  feast. 
And  when  the  feast  was  over,  as  they  returned, 
the  child  Jesus  tarried  behind  in  Jerusalem. 
Joseph  and  his  mother  did  not  know  this  at 

first,  but  they  supposed  him  to  be  in  the  large 

10  * 
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company  which  were  all  travelling  together. 
They  went  one  day's  journey;  and  at  the  end 
of  that  day  they  missed  him;  and  not  being 
able  to  find  him  among  their  kinsfolk  and  ac- 
quaintance, they  turned  back  again  to  Jerusa- 
lem to  seek  him. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  after  three  days 
they  found  him  in  the  temple,  sitting  in  the 
midst  of  the  doctors  of  the  law,  both  hearing 
them  and  asking  them  questions.  And  all 
that  heard  him  were  astonished  at  his  under- 
standing and  his  answers;  and  when  they 
perceived  how  young  he  was,  they  were  ama- 
zed. Then  his  mother  said  to  him,  '  Son, 
why  hast  thou  dealt  thus  with  us?  Behold, 
thy  father  and  I  have  sought  thee  sorrowing.' 
And  he  said  unto  them,  '  How  is  it  that  ye 
have  been  seeking  me?  Did  ye  not  know 
that  I  must  be  at  my  Father's  house?'  But 
they  understood  not  what  he  said  to  them. 

Then  he  went  down  with  them,  and  came 
to  Nazareth,  and  was  subject  to  them;  but 
his  mother  kept  all  these  sayings  in  her  heart. 
And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  in  stat- 
ure, and  in  favor  with  God  and  man. 
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THE  PREACHING  OF    JOHN,    AND  THE 
BAPTISM  OF  JESUS. 

John,  the  son  of  Zacharias  and  Elizabeth, 
is  commonly  called  John  the  Baptist;  for 
when  he  was  grownup  a  man,  he  went  through 
the  country  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jordan, 
preaching  to  the  people  that  they  should  re- 
pent and  be  baptized,  for  the  remission  of 
their  sins. 

Great  multitudes  went  out,  and,  upon  con- 
fessing their  sins,  were  baptized  by  him  in 
the  river  Jordan.  And  he  exhorted  them  to 
abstain  from  all  violence  and  injustice,  and  to 
bring  forth  fruits  worthy  of  repentance.  By 
this  he  meant  that  they  should  lead  such  holy 
lives,  as  would  shew  that  they  had  sincerely 
repented  of  all  their  sins. 

As  the  people  were  in  doubt  whether  John 
was  the  Messiah  whom  they  were  expecting 
or  not,  he  declared  that  he  was  not  the  Mes- 
siah, but  only  his  forerunner. 

' 1  indeed  baptize  you  with  water,5  said  he; 
'  but  one  mightier  than  I  cometh,  the  latchet 
of  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose; 
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he  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
with  fire.' 

The  next  day  John  saw  Jesus  coming  to 
him,  and  said,  '  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God, 
which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world.' 
Jesus  came  to  be  baptized  by  John,  but  John 
forbade  him,  saying,  c  I  have  need  to  be  bap- 
tized by  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me?'  And 
Jesus,  answering,  said  unto  him,  '  Suffer  it  to 
be  so  now,  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil 
all  righteousness,5  that  is,  '  to  comply  with 
every  appointment  of  God.' 

Then  John  suffered  him.  And  Jesus, 
when  he  was  baptized,  went  up  straightway 
out  of  the  water,  and  lo,  the  heavens  were 
opened  unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of 
God  descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting  up- 
on him;  and  lo,  a  voice  came  from  heaven, 
saying,  \  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  with  whom 
I  am  well  pleased.' 


THE  CALL  OF  THE  TWELVE  APOSTLES. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  people  pressed 
on  Jesus  to  hear  the  word  of  his  father,  he 
stood  by  the  lake  of  Gennesareth,  and  saw 
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two  vessels  at  anchor  near  the  shore  of  the 
lake.  And  the  fishermen  were  gone  out  of 
them  and  were  washing  their  nets.  And  he 
entered  into  one  of  the  vessels,  which  was 
Simon's,  and  prayed  him  that  he  would  push 
out  a  little  from  the  land.  And  he  sat  down, 
and  taught  the  people  out  of  the  vessel. 

Now  when  he  had  left  off  speaking,  he 
said  unto  Simon,  '  Launch  out  into  the  deep, 
and  let  down  your  nets  for  a  draught.'  And 
Simon  answering  said  unto  him,  '  Master,  we 
have  toiled  all  the  night,  and  have  taken 
nothing;  nevertheless  at  thy  word  I  will  let 
down  the  net.'  When  they  had  done  this, 
they  enclosed  a  great  multitude  of  fishes,  and 
their  net  brake.  And  they  beckoned  unto 
their  partners,  who  were  in  the  other  vessel, 
that  they  should  come  and  help  them;  and 
they  came  and  filled  both  the  vessels,  so  that 
they  began  to  sink. 

When  Simon  Peter  saw  it,  he  fell  down  at 
Jesus'  feet,  saying,  '  Depart  from  me,  for  I 
am  a  sinful  man,  O  Lord;'  for  he  was  aston- 
ished, and  all  that  were  with  him,  at  the 
draught  of  fishes  which  they  had  taken.  And 
Jesus  said  unto  Simon,  '  Fear  not;  from 
henceforth  thou  shalt  catch  men. '     And  v/hen 
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they  had  brought  their  vessels  to  land,  they 
forsook  all,  and  followed  him. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Jesus  went  out  into 
a  desert  place  on  a  mountain  to  pray ;  and  he 
continued  all  night  in  prayer  to  God,  And 
when  it  was  day,  he  called  unto  him  his  dis- 
ciples (that  is,  those  who  were  willing  to  learn 
of  him) ;  and  of  these  he  chose  twelve,  whom 
he  named  Apostles.  These  twelve  he  ap- 
pointed that  they  should  be  with  him,  and 
that  he  might  send  them  forth  to  preach, — 
and  to  have  power  to  heal  sicknesses,  and  to 
cast  out  evil  spirits.  He  desired  that  they 
should  assist  him,  in  spreading  the  doctrines 
of  peace  and  good  will  among  men.  They 
were  chosen  from  the  poor  and  humble,  to 
show  that  the  religion  he  came  to  preach  was 
the  religion  of  the  poor  and  humble,  as  wrell 
as  of  the  powerful  and  wealthy.  It  was  to 
show,  also,  that  the  distinctions  of  this  world 
are  nothing  in  the  eye  of  him,  who  made  all 
worlds,  and  governs  them  in  mercy  and 
righteousness. 


The  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
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JESUS  PERFORMS  MANY  MIRACLES  IN 
GALILEE. 

And  Jesus  went  about  all  Galilee,  preaching 
the  good  news  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
healing  all  manner  of  sickness,  among  the 
people.  And  his  fame  went  throughout  all 
Syria;  and  they  brought  unto  him  all  sick 
people,  that  were  taken  with  different  dis- 
eases and  pains,  and  those  that  were  pos- 
sessed with  evil  spirits,  and  those  that  were 
lunatic,  and  those  that  had  the  palsy;  and 
he  healed  them.  And  there  followed  him 
great  multitudes  of  people,  from  Galilee,  and 
from  Jerusalem,  and  from  Judaea,  and  from 
the  banks  of  the  Jordan. 

And  seeing  the  multitudes,  he  went  up 
into  a  mountain,  and  when  he  was  set  down, 
his  disciples  came  unto  him.  And  there  it 
was  that  he  delivered  to  them  that  discourse 
which  is  called  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount;  in 
which  he  taught  them  the  mild,  merciful  and 
righteous  doctrines  of  his  religion. 

When  he  was  come  down  from  the  moun- 
tain, great  multitudes  followed  him.  And 
behold  there  came  a  leper,  and  bowed  down 
before  him,  saying,  c  Lord,  if  thou  wilt,  thou 
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canst  make  me  clean.'  And  Jesus  put  forth 
his  hand  and  touched  him,  saying,  'I  will; 
be  thou  clean.'  And  immediately  his  lepro- 
sy was  cleansed. 

Then  Jesus  entered  into  Capernaum.  And 
a  certain  Centurion's*  servant,  who  was  dear 
unto  him,  was  sick,  and  ready  to  die.  And 
when  the  Centurion  heard  of  Jesus,  he  sent 
unto  him  the  elders  of  the  Jews,  beseeching 
him  that  he  would  come  and  heal  his  servant. 
And  when  they  came  to  Jesus,  they  earnest- 
ly besought  him,  saying,  (  He  is  worthy  for 
whom  thou  shouldst  do  this,  for  he  loveth  our 
nation,  and  he  built  us  our  synagogue.' 

Then  Jesus  went  with  them.  And  when 
he  was  now  not  far  from  the  house,  the  Cen- 
turion sent  friends  to  him,  saying,  '  Lord, 
trouble  not  thyself;  for  I  am  not  worthy  that 
thou  shouldst  enter  under  my  roof;  where- 
fore neither  thought  I  myself  worthy  to  come 
unto  thee;  but  speak  a  word  only,  and  my 
servant  will  be  healed.  For,  even  I,  who 
am  a  man  under  authority,  have  yet  soldiers 
under  me,  and  I  say  unto  one   '  Go,'  and  he 

*  A  Centurion  was  the  captain  of  a  hundred  men  in  the 
Roman  armies. 
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goeth ;  and  to  another  '  Come, '  and  he  cometh ; 
and  to  my  servant  '  Do  this/  and  he  doeth  it.' 
When  Jesus  heard  these  things,  he  mar- 
velled at  him,  and,  turning  round,  he  said  to 
the  people  who  followed  him,  *  I  say  unto  you, 
I  have  not  found  such  great  faith,  no  not  in 
Israel.'  And  they  that  were  sent,  returning 
to  the  house,  found  the  servant  well  that  had 
been  sick. 


JESUS    STILLS    THE    TEMPEST. 

Now  when  Jesus  saw  great  multitudes 
about  him,  he  gave  commandment  to  depart 
unto  the  other  side  of  the  sea  of  Galilee;  and 
when  he  was  entered  into  a  vessel,  his  disci- 
ples followed  him.  And  behold,  there  arose 
a  great  tempest  in  the  sea,  insomuch  that  the 
vessel  was  covered  with  the  waves;  but  he 
was  asleep. 

And  his  disciples  came  to  him  and  awoke 
him,  saying,  .'  Lord,  save  us!  we  perish.'  He 
saith  unto  them,  '  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye 
of  little  faith?'  Then  he  arose,  and  rebuked 
the  winds  and  the  sea,  and  there  was  a  great 
calm      But  the  men  wondered,  saying,  '  What 
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manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the  winds 
and  the  sea  obey  him?' 

Well  might  these  men  wonder,  when  they 
saw  Christ  rebuke  the  winds  and  the  sea,  and 
they  obeyed  him.  So  wonderful  a  thing  as 
this  can  only  be  done  by  Almighty  God,  or 
by  some  one  to  whom  He  gives  the  power  to 
do  it.  Since,  therefore,  we  know  that  Christ 
calmed  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  brought  the 
dead  to  life,  and  did  many  other  things,  which 
no  one  unaided  by  divine  power  could  do, 
we  may  be  sure  that  he  was  the  holy  Prophet 
and  Messenger  of  God.  He  did  such  works 
as  no  one  could  do  unless  God  were  with 
him,  and  he  spake  such  words  as  no  one 
could  speak,  unless  God  had  taught  him. 


THE  ENMITY  OF  THE  PHARISEES. 

It  might  have  been  thought  that  all,  who 
witnessed  the  wonderful  works  which  Jesus 
performed,  would  have  acknowledged  him 
to  be  the  true  Messiah,  whom  the  Jews 
were  expecting  to  come.  But  the  Pharisees, 
who  were  a  proud  and  unreasonable  set  of 
men,  would  not  be  convinced  by  these  proofs 
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of  our  Lord's  divine  authority.  But  they 
tried  in  every  way  they  could  to  find  some- 
thing against  him,  and  to  pVevent  the  people 
from  believing  in  him. 

When  Matthew  made  a  feast  for  Jesus  in 
his  own  house,  and  many  publicans  and  sin- 
ners were  set  down  at  table,  the  Pharisees 
said  to  his  disciples,  c  Why  eateth  your  mas- 
ter with  publicans  and  sinners?5  But  when 
Jesus  heard  it,  he  said  unto  them,  '  They  that 
are  in  health  need  not  a  physician,  but  they 
that  are  sick.  I  am  come  to  call  not  the 
righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance. 

From  this  we  may  learn,  that  we  ought  not 
to  decline  the  society  of  the  wicked,  if  they 
show  any  disposition  to  listen  to  our  good 
advice,  and  to  forsake  their  evil  ways.  Our 
Saviour  sat  down  to  meat  with  sinners,  that 
he  might  have  a  chance  of  making  them  bet- 
ter men;  he  rejoiced  to  do  them  good,  but  he 
never  chose  them  for  his  companions 

The  Pharisees  murmured  against  our  Lord's 
disciples,  because,  as  they  went  through  the 
fields  on  the  sabbath-day,  they  plucked  the 
ears  of  corn,  and  ate  them.  And  when  they 
saw  in  the  synagogue  a  man  who  had  his 
hand   withered,   they   asked    Jesus,    saying, 
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c  Is  it  lawful  to  heal  on  the  sabbath-day?' 
This  they  said,  that  they  might  accuse  him; 
but  he  answered  them  by  saying,  f  What  man 
shall  there  be  among  you,  who  shall  have  one 
sheep;  and  if  it  fall  into  a  pit  on  the  sabbath- 
day,  will  he  not  lay  hold  on  it,  and  lift  it  out? 
And  is  not  a  man  much  better  than  a  sheep? 
Wherefore  it  is  lawful  to  do  good  on  the 
sabbath-day.'  Then  said  he  to  the  man, 
1  Stretch  forth  thine  hand.'  And  he  stretched 
it  forth,  and  it  was  restored  sound  like  the 
other.  Then  the  Pharisees  went  out,  and 
held  a  council  against  Jesus,  how  they  might 
destroy  him. 

Soon  after  this  was  brought  unto  him  one 
possessed  of  an  evil  spirit,  blind  and  dumb; 
and  he  cured  him,  insomuch  that  the  blind 
and  dumb  both  spake  and  saw.  And  all  the 
people  were  amazed,  and  said,  '  Is  not  this 
the  son  of  David?'  But  when  the  Pharisees 
heard  it,  they  said,  f  This  man  doth  not  cast 
out  evil  spirits,  but  by  Beelzebub,  the  prince 
of  the  evil  spirits.' 

Jesus,  knowing  their  thoughts,  said  unto 
them,  '  Every  kingdom  divided  against  itself 
is  brought  to  desolation;  and  every  city  or 
house  divided  against  itself  shall  not  stand. 
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And  if  Satan  cast  out  Satan,  he  is  divided 
against  himself;  how  then  shall  his  kingdom 
stand?  And  if  I  by  Beelzebub  cast  out  evil 
spirits,  by  whom  do  your  children  cast  them 
out?  Therefore  they  shall  be  your  judges. 
But  if  I  cast  out  evil  spirits  by  the  spirit,  or 
power,  of  God,  then  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
come  unto  you.  Wherefore  I  say  unto  you, 
all  manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall  be 
forgiven  unto  men,  but  the  blasphemy  against 
the  Holv  Soirit  shall  not  be  forgiven.' 


PARABLE    OF   THE    SOWER. 

The  same  day  Jesus  went  out  of  the  house* 
and  sat  by  the  sea-side.  And  great  multitu- 
des were  gathered  together  unto  him,  so  that 
he  went  into  a  vessel,  and  sat;  and  the  whole 
multitude  stood  on  the  shore. 

And  he  spake  a  parable  unto  them,  saying, 
'  A  sower  went  out  to  sow  his  seed;  and,  as 
he  sowed,  some  fell  along  the  highway,  and 
it  was  trampled  upon,  and  the  fowls  of  the 
air  devoured  it.  And  some  fell  upon  a  rock; 
and,  as  soon  as  it  sprung  up,  it  withered 
away,  because  it  lacked  moisture.     And  some 
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fell  among  thorns,  and  the  thorns  sprung  up 
with  it,  and  choked  it.  And  other  fell  on 
good  ground,  and  sprang  up,  and  bare  fruit 
a  hundred  fold.'  And  when  he  had  said  these 
things,  he  cried,  (  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear, 
let  him  hear.' 

Then  his  disciples  asked  him,  saying,  'What 
is  the  meaning  of  this  parable  ?5  And  he  said, 
6  To  you  it  is  permitted  to  know  the  secrets 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  but  to  others  only  in 
parables,  that,  though  they  see,  they  may 
not  perceive,  and  though  they  hear,  they  may 
not  understand.  Now  the  parable  is  this:  The 
seed  is  the  word  of  God.  Those  by  the  way- 
side are  they  that  hear;  then  cometh  the 
devil,  and  taketh  away  the  word  out  of  their 
hearts,  lest  they  should  believe  and  be  saved. 
Those  on  the  rock  are  they  who,  when  they 
hear,  receive  the  word  with  joy;  yet,  having 
no  root,  they  believe  only  for  a  while,  and  in 
time  of  temptation  fall  away.  And  the  seed 
which  fell  among  thorns  are  they  who,  when 
they  have  heard,  go  forth,  and  are  choked 
with  the  cares,  and  riches,  and  pleasures  of 
this  life,  and  bring  no  fruit  to  perfection. 
But  that  on  the  good  ground  are  they  who, 
having  heard  the  word,  retain  it   in  a  good 
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and  honest  heart,  and  bring  forth  fruit.  Take 
heed,  therefore,  how  ye  hear;  for  whosoever 
hath,  to  him  shall  be  given;  and  whosoever 
hath  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken  even  that 
which  he  seemeth  to  have.5 

Our  Lord  here  means  to  say,  that  such 
as  are  readily  disposed  to  attend  to  his  doc- 
trine shall  be  fully  informed  respecting  it, 
whereas  careless  and  inattentive  hearers  will 
derive  no  good  from  his  instructions.  He 
tells  us,  therefore,  to  '  take  heed  how  we 
hear.'  He  gives  us>  his  heavenly  doctrine, 
and  excellent  rules  of  life,  but  it  depends  on 
ourselves  whether  they  are  of  any  use  to  us 
or  not. 

If  we  pay  little  attention  to  them,  and  suf- 
fer ourselves  to  be  led  away  by  temptation, 
then  we  shall  become  wicked,  and  be  very 
miserable.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  lay  up 
the  commands  of  Christ  in  our  hearts,  and 
strive  to  live  according  to  them,  then  they 
will  be  our  guide  and  our  support.  They 
will  make  us  like  to  Christ,  our  pattern,  and 
they  will  procure  for  us  the  approbation  and 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly 
Father. 
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THE   RECEPTION    OF    JESUS  AT 
NAZARETH. 

And  Jesus  came  to  Nazareth,  where  he 
had  been  brought  up ;  and  as  his  custom  was, 
he  went  into  the  synagogue  on  the  sabbath- 
day,  and  stood  up  to  read.  And  there  was 
delivered  unto  him  the  book  of  the  Pro- 
phet Isaiah.  And  when  he  had  opened  the 
book,  he  found  the  place  where  it  was  written, 
'  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because 
he  hath  anointed  me  to  publish  glad  tidings  to 
the  poor;  he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  broken- 
hearted; to  proclaim  deliverance  to  the  cap- 
tives, and  recovery  of  sight  to  the  blind;  to 
set  at  liberty  those  that  are  oppressed;  to  pro- 
claim the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.' 

And  he  closed  the  book  and  gave  it  again 
to  the  attendant,  and  sat  down.  And  the 
eyes  of  all  those  who  were  in  the  synagogue 
were  fastened  on  him.  Then  he  began  by 
saying  to  them,  '  This  very  day  the  scripture 
which  you  have  just  heard  is  fulfilled:'  And 
all  extolled  him,  and  wondered  at  the  words, 
full  of  grace,  which  proceeded  out  of  his 
mouth.  And  they  said,  '  Is  not  this  Joseph's 
son?' 
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He  said  unto  them,  '  Ye  will  surely  say 
unto  me  this  proverb,  "  Physician,  cure  thy- 
self." "  Whatsoever  we  have  heard  that  thou 
hast  done  in  Capernaum,  do  the  same  here 
also  in  thine  own  country/5  '  '  But,5  said  he, 
6  verily  no  prophet  is  well  received  in  his  own 
country.  And  I  tell  you  of  a  truth,  there 
were  many  widows  in  Israel  in  the  days  of 
Elijah,  when  the  heaven  was  shut  up,  and 
there  was  no  rain  for  three  years  and  six 
months,  so  that  there  was  a  great  famine 
throughout  all  the  land;  yet  unto  none  of 
them  was  Elijah  sent,  but  unto  Sarepta,  a 
city  of  Sidon,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow. 
And  there  were  many  lepers  in  Israel  in  the 
time  of  Elishathe  prophet,  and  none  of  them 
was  cleansed  but  Naaman  the  Syrian.5 

And  all  they  in  the  synagogue,  when  they 
heard  these  things,  were  filled  with  wrath, 
and  rose  up,  and  thrust  him  out  of  the  syna- 
gogue. And  they  led  him  to  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  on  which  their  city  was  built,  that  they 
might  cast  him  down  headlong.  But  he, 
passing  through  the  midst  of  them,  went 
away. 

When  our  Lord  began  to  speak  to  the  peo- 
ple in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth,  they  were 
J/* 
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well  pleased  with  what  he  said.  But  when 
he  went  on  to  reprove  them  for  their  preju- 
dices, and  told  them  that  he  would  do  no  mighty 
work  there,  because  he  knew  that  a  prophet 
had  no  honor  in  his  own  country,  they  rose  up, 
and  would  have  put  him  to  death.  We  must 
take  care  that  we  be  not  like  them.  Not 
only  should  we  listen  attentively  to  those  who 
are  so  kind  as  to  teach  us,  but  we  should  not 
be  offended  if  they  reprove  us,  and  show  us 
in  what  way  we  do  wrong. 

God  suffers  many  evils  to  befall  the  good  in 
this  world;  but  in  the  next  he  will  bestow  a 
glorious  reward  on  all  those  who  earnestly 
strive  to  do  his  will,  and  who  persevere  unto  the 
end,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  and  troubles 
which  they  bring  upon  themselves  by  their 
adherence  to  duty. 


JESUS  RECEIVES  MESSENGERS  FROM 
JOHN. 

John  the  Baptist  preached  in  the  country 
about  Jordan,  proclaiming  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah,  exhorting  his  hearers  to  amend 
their   lives,    and   baptising   them.     His  pro- 
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ceedings  displeased  king  Herod,  who  was 
afraid  that  John,  in  collecting  about  him  so 
many  followers,  designed  to  set  himself  up 
for  the  king  of  Judea.  He  caused  him^  there- 
fore, to  be  taken  and  shut  up  in  prison. 

Even  in  prison  John  continued  to  preach. 
Herod  himself  went  to  hear  him,  and  he  per- 
mitted his  disciples  to  visit  him.  John,  how- 
ever, referred  them  to  Jesus,  telling  them  to 
consider  him  as  the  promised  Messiah,  and 
to  listen  to  his  divine  precepts. 

The  disciples,  nevertheless,  had  doubts 
concerning  Jesus,  because  he  did  not  live 
and  clothe  himself  in  the  manner  of  the  pro- 
phets. John  then  sent  two  of  his  disciples 
to  Jesus,  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  really 
the  Messiah.  When  they  came  to  Jesus,  to 
question  him  on  this  point,  he  was  surround- 
ed by  the  sick,  upon  whom  he  laid  his  hands, 
and  whom  he  healed.  Jesus  said  to  the  dis- 
ciples of  John:  '  From  what  ye  have  just  seen, 
ye  may  know  who  I  am.  The  blind  receive 
their  sight,  the  lame  walk,  the  dumb  speak, 
the  deaf  hear,  the  lepers  are  cleansed.  Judge 
not  of  me  from  the  simplicity  of  my  appear- 
ance and  way  of  life,   but   from  my  works.5 

The  disciples   of  John  were  convinced  that 
12* 
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Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah,  and  they 
departed  full  of  reverence. 

Herod  soon  afterwards  kept  his  birth-day, 
and  gave  a  sumptuous  feast,  to  which  the 
nobles  of  the  realm  were  invited.  On  this 
occasion,  the  king  and  his  guests  were  much 
delighted  with  the  dancing  of  the  daughter 
of  Herodias,  his  brother's  wife.  And  Herod 
promised  with  an  oath  to  give  her  whatsoever 
she  would  ask,  were  it  even  the  half  of  his 
kingdom.  Having  consulted  her  mother, 
whose  hatred  John  had  excited  by  reproving 
the  sinfulness  of  her  life,  she  told  her  daugh- 
ter to  ask  the  king  for  the  head  of  John. 

The  king  was  sorry  when  he  heard  her 
desire,  but  having  given  his  royal  word,  and 
confirmed  it  with  an  oath,  he  sent  the  execu- 
tioner to  the  prison,  to  behead  John.  The 
executioner  laid  the  head  upon  a  dish,  gave 
it  to  the  damsel,  and  she  carried  it  to  her 
mother.  The  disciples  of  John  came,  and 
took  up  the  body  and  buried  it.  When  Jesus 
heard  of  the  cruel  death  of  John,  he  went 
forth  into  the  wilderness,  and  the  people  fol- 
lowed him. 
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THE  TRANSFIGURATION  OF  JESUS. 

Jesus  repaired  with  his  disciples  to  the 
country  near  the  Jordan,  where  John  had 
formerly  preached.  He  wished  to  convince 
them  that  he  was  truly  the  Son  of  God,  that 
no  doubts  might  be  raised  in  their  minds  by 
his  approaching  sufferings,  and  his  death 
upon  the  cross. 

On  their  way  thither,  Jesus  told  his  disci- 
ples that  the  time  should  soon  arrive,  when 
all  those  things  which  the  prophets  had  long 
before  predicted  should  be  fulfilled  in  him. 
He  told  them  that  he  should  be  delivered  up 
to  the  Romans,  persecuted,  and  finally  put  to 
death;  but  that  on  the  third  day  he  should 
rise  again  from  the  dead. 

Jesus  then  ascended  a  mountain  with  Pe- 
ter, James,  and  John.  When  they  had 
reached  the  top,  it  became  unusually  light, 
and  a  brightness  was  shed  around  them. 
The  disciples,  in  astonishment,  looked  at 
Jesus;  and  his  face  shone  as  the  sun,  his 
raiment  was  white  as  the  light,  so  that  their 
eyes  were  dazzled  with  the  brilliance.  And 
behold  there  talked  with  him  two  men,  Moses 
and  Elijah,  who  appeared  in  a  bright  light, 
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and  spoke  of  the  death  which  he  was  to  suf- 
fer at  Jerusalem. 

Now  Peter  and  they  that  were  with  him 
were  heavy  with  sleep ;  but  when  they  awoke 
they  saw  the  bright  light  which  surrounded 
him,  and  the  two  men  who  stood  with  him. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  as  Moses  and  Elijah 
were  departing  from  him,  Peter  said  unto 
Jesus,  '  Master,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here; 
and  let  us  make  three  tabernacles,  (or  tents,) 
one  for  thee,  and  one  for  Moses,  and  one 
for  Elijah,'  not  knowing  what  he  said. 

While  he  yet  spoke,  the  bright  light  be- 
came fainter,  and  a  voice  from  heaven  said: 
c  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased:  hear  him,  and  follow  his  precepts.' 
When  the  disciples  heard  this,  they  were 
afraid,  and  fell  upon  their  faces  on  the  ground. 
But  Jesus  came  and  touched  them  and  said, 
'Arise;  be  not  afraid.'  The  disciples  rose 
from  the  ground,  and  when  they  looked  about 
they  saw  no  man,  save  Jesus  only,  and  the 
common  light  of  day. 

They  were  now  perfectly  convinced  that 
Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God,  whom  he  had  sent 
upon  earth  for  the  instruction  and  salvation 
of  men;  and  they  firmly  believed  in  him  and 
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in  his  words.  This  faith  could  no  more  be 
shaken,  by  his  approaching  sufferings  and  his 
death  on  the  cross.  But  Jesus  charged  them 
to  tell  the  vision  which  they  had  seen  to  no 
man,  until  he  should  be  again  risen  from  the 
dead.  Then  they  were  to  proclaim  every 
where,  that  they  had  seen  the  glory  of  the  Son 
of  God 
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During  the  third  year  of  his  ministry,  Jesus 
had  continued  teaching  diligently,  and  wrought 
many  and  great  miracles,  that  men  might 
know  that  he  was  truly  the  Son  of  God,  and 
believe  his  doctrine.  To  spread  this  doctrine 
in  every  part  of  Judea  which  he  could  not 
himself  visit,  he  sent  forth  seventy-two  disci- 
ples, in  all  directions,  to  preach  his  word. 

c  Go  forth,'  said  he  to  them  at  their  depart- 
ure, ■  as  lambs  among  wolves.  Hasten  to 
do  that  which  I  bid  you,  and  delay  not.  Stay 
not  to  provide  garments  for  the  journey.  To 
every  house  that  ye  enter,  wish  happiness. 
Eat  what  is  set  before  you.  Heal  the  sick, 
wheresoever  ye  find  them.     Proclaim  every 
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where  that  I  am  come  upon  the  earth.  If 
they  will  not  receive  you  in  one  city,  go  to 
another.  When  they  receive,  and  hear,  and 
honor  you,  it  is  the  same  as  if  it  were  done 
unto  me.  Those  who  reject  and  despise,  and 
turn  a  deaf  ear  unto  you,  I  consider  as  hav- 
ing treated  me  in  the  same  manner.' 

The  disciples  did  as  Jesus  had  command- 
ed them.  They  then  returned,  and  related 
to  him  what  they  had  done;  and  Jesus  said: 
c  Thanks  and  praise  be  to  thee,  O  Father, 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  hast  re- 
vealed these  doctrines  to  thy  honest  and  up- 
right servants!9 

The  time  now  approached,  when  Jesus  was 
to  suffer  upon  the  cross.  Many  believed  in 
Jesus;  but  the  high-priests  and  the  scribes 
were  always  his  enemies,  and  persecuted  him 
secretly  and  openly,  and  sought  to  kill  him. 

Jesus  went  with  his  disciples  from  Bethany 
to  Jerusalem,  and  once  more  foretold  to  them 
his  sufferings,  his  death,  and  his  resurrection 
on  the  third  day.  When  he  had  come  to  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  which  is  not  far  from  Jeru- 
salem, he  resolved  to  make  his  solemn  entry 
into  the  city  in  the  manner  that  the  prophets 
had  predicted  concerning  the  Messiah.     He 
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sent  two  of  his  disciples  to  the  village  of 
Bethphage,  to  fetch  a  she-ass,  with  her  colt, 
which  they  would  find  tied  up  there,  and 
bring  them  to  him. 

The  disciples  laid  their  clothes  upon  the 
ass,  Jesus  seated  himself  upon  thern,  and 
rode  into  the  city  surrounded  by  a  very  great 
multitude,  joyfully  shouting:  'Blessed  is  he 
that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord!'  Many 
spread  their  garments  in  the  way,  while  oth- 
ers cut  down  branches  of  trees,  and  strewed 
them  upon  the  road,  at  his  approach. 

He  surveyed  the  great  city  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, who  would  not  acknowledge  him  to  be 
the  true  Messiah,  and  sorrowfully  exclaimed: 
c  Oh  that  thou  hadst  known  the  things  that 
are  for  thy  happiness!  The  time  shall  come 
when  thine  enemies  shall  make  war  upon 
thee,  and  shall  encompass  thee  with  a  trench, 
and  so  lay  thee  waste  that  not  one  stone  shall 
be  left  upon  another,  because  thou  hast  not 
known  and  profited  by  the  time  of  thy  pros- 
perity.5 

13 
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JESUS  BLESSES  LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

The  people  brought  little  children  unto  Je- 
sus, that  he  might  touch  them;  and  his  disciples 
rebuked  those  that  brought  them.  But  when 
Jesus  saw  it,  he  was  much  displeased,  and 
said  unto  them,  •  Suffer  little  children  to  come 
unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is 
the  kingdom  of  God.  Verily  I  say  unto  you, 
whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of 
God  as  a  little  child,  he  shall  not  enter  there- 
in.' And  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put 
his  hands  upon  them,  and  blessed  them. 

And  when  he  was  gone  forth  into  the  road, 
there  came  one  running,  who  kneeled  to  him, 
and  asked  him,  (  Good  Master,  what  shall  I 
do  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life?  '  And 
Jesus  said  unto  him,  '  Why  callest  thou  me 
good?  there  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is  God. 
Thou  knowest  the  commandments:  do  not  i 
commit  adultery;  do  not  kill;  do  not  steal;  do 
not  bear  false  witness;  defraud  not;  honor 
thy  father  and  thy  mother.'  And  he  answer- 
ed and  said  unto  him,  '  Master,  all  these  I 
have  observed  from  my  youth  up.'  Then 
Jesus,  looking  upon  him,  loved  him,  and  said 
unto  him,   '  One  thing  thou  lackest;   go  thy 
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way,  sell  whatsoever  thou  hast,  and  give  to 
the  poor;  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in 
heaven;  and  come,  and  follow  me.5 

But  he  was  sad  at  that  answer,  and  went 
away  sorrowful,  for  he  had  great  possessions. 
Then  Jesus,  looking  around  him,  saith  to  his 
disciples,  c  How  hard  will  it  be  for  those  who 
have  riches  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God! ' 

The  disciples  were  astonished  at  his  words, 
but  Jesus  answered  again,  and  said  unto 
them,  '  How  hard  is  it  for  those  who  trust  in 
riches,  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God! 
It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye 
of  a  needle, than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God.'  And  they  were  aston- 
ished beyond  measure,  saying  among  them- 
selves, '  Who  then  can  be  saved? '  But  Jesus, 
looking  upon  them,  said,  '  With  men  it  is  im- 
possible, but  not  with  God,  for  with  God  all 
things  are  possible.5 

Then  Peter  said,  c  Lo,  we  have  left  all  and 
followed  thee.5  And  he  said  unto  them, 
c Verily  I  say  unto  you,  there  is  no  man,  who 
hath  left  house,  or  parents,  or  brethren,  or  wife, 
or  children,  for  the  kingdom  of  God5s  sake, 
who  shall  not  receive  manifold  more  in  this 
world  and  in  the  world  to  come  life  everlasting.5 
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A  certain  man  had  two  sons.  And  the 
younger  of  them  said  to  his  father,  '  Father, 
give  me  the  portion  of  the  estate,  which  fall- 
eth  to  me.'  And  he  divided  among  them  his 
wealth. 

And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger  son 
gathered  all  together,  and  took  his  journey 
into  a  far  country,  and  there  wasted  his  sub- 
stance with  riotous  living.  And  when  he  had 
spent  all,  there  arose  a  mighty  famine  in  that 
land;  and  he  began  to  be  in  want.  Then  he 
went  and  hired  himself  to  a  certain  citizen  of 
that  country,  who  sent  him  into  his  fields  to 
feed  swine.  And  he  would  have  been  glad 
to  eat  the  husks  on  which  the  swine  were 
fed,  but  no  man  gave  unto  him. 

And  when  he  came  to  himself  he  said, 
6  How  many  hired  servants  of  my  father's 
have  bread  enough  and  to  spare;  and  I  per- 
ish with  hunger!  I  will  arise,  and  go  to  my 
father;  and  say  to  him,  "  Father,  I  have  sin- 
ned against  heaven  and  against  thee,  and  am 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son;  make  me 
as  one  of  thy  hired  servants.  "     Then  he  arose 
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and  came  to  his  father.  And  when  he  was  yet 
a  great  way  off,  his  father  saw  him;  and  he 
had  compassion,  and  ran  and  fell  on  his  neck? 
and  kissed  him. 

And  the  son  said,  c  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  heaven  and  against  thee;  and  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son.'  But  the 
father  said  to  his  servants,  '  Bring  forth  the 
best  robe,  and  put  it  on  him;  and  put  a  ring 
on  his  finger,  and  shoes  on  his  feet.  And 
bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it,  and  let 
us  eat  and  be  merry ;  for  this  my  son  was  dead 
and  is  alive  again;  he  was  lost  and  is  found/ 

Now  his  elder  son  was  in  the  field ;  and  as 
he  drew  nigh  to  the  house,  he  heard  music 
and  dancing.  He  therefore  called  one  of 
the  servants,  and  asked  what  these  things 
meant.  And  he  said,  '  Thy  brother  is  come; 
and  thy  father  hath  killed  the  fatted  calf,  be- 
cause he  hath  received  him  safe  and  sound.' 
And  he  was  angry,  and  would  not  go  in; 
therefore  his  father  came  out  and  entreated 
him.  But  he,  answering,  said  to  his  father, 
e  Lo,  these  many  years  have  I  served  thee, 
neither  disobeyed  I,  at  any  time,  thy  com- 
mands; yet   thou  never  gavest  me  a  kid    to 

make  merry  with  my  friends.     But  as  soon  as 
13* 


150  PARABLE  OF  THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN. 

this  thy  son  is  come,  who  has  devoured  thy 
living  in  wickedness,  thou  hast  killed  for  him 
the  fatted  calf.'  Then  his  father  said  to  him, 
c  Son,  thou  art  ever  with  me ;  and  all  that  I 
have  is  thine;  it  was  right  that  we  should 
make  merry  and  be  glad,  for  this  thy  brother 
was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  he  was  lost,  and 
is  found.5 

By  this  parable  our  Lord  means  to  show 
us,  that  our  Heavenly  Father  is  always  will- 
ing to  receive  us  again  into  his  favor,  if  he 
sees  that  we  are  truly  penitent  for  the  sins 
which  we  have  committed.  If  we  sincerely 
repent,  he  will  not  cast  us  off  forever,  but 
will  give  us  new  opportunities  of  loving  and 
serving  him.  This,  then,  should  be  an  en- 
couragement to  us  to  confess  our  sins  to  God, 
with  a  repentant  spirit,  and  to  strive  with  all 
our  hearts  to  lead  better  lives  for  the  time  to 
come. 


PARABLE  OF  THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN. 

And  behold  a  certain  lawyer  stood  up,  and 
said,  '  Master,  what  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eter- 
nal  life?'     Jesus   said    unto  him,    'What  is 


PARABLE  OF  THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN.  151 

written  in  the  law?  how  readest  thou?'  And 
he,  answering,  said,  '  Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength,  and  with 
all  thy  mind;  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.' 
And  he  said  unto  him,  '  Thou  hast  answered 
rightly;  this  do,  and  thou  shalt  live.5 

But  he,  desiring  to  show  himself  a  just  and 
righteous  man,  said  to  Jesus,  '  And  who  is 
my  neighbor?5  Jesus  answering,  said,  'A 
certain  man  went  down  from  Jerusalem  to 
Jericho,  and  fell  among  robbers,  who,  having 
stripped  him  of  his  raiment,  and  wounded 
him,  went  away,  leaving  him  half  dead.  And 
by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain  priest 
that  way ;  and  though  he  saw  him,  he  passed 
by  on  the  other  side.  And  likewise  a  Levite, 
when  he  was  at  the  place,  and  saw  him,  pas- 
sed by  on  the  other  side.  But  a  certain  Sa- 
maritan, as  he  journeyed,  came  where  he  was, 
and  when  he  saw  him  he  had  compassion  on 
him.  And  he  went  to  him,  and  bound  up  his 
wounds,  pouring  in  oil  and  wine;  and  having 
set  him  on  his  own  beast,  he  brought  him  to 
an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him.  And  on  the 
morrow,  when  he  was  going  away,  he  took 
out  two  nieces  of  money,  and  gave  them  to  the 
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host,  saying,  c  Take  care  of  him;  and  what- 
soever thou  spendest  more,  when  I  come 
again,  I  will  repay  thee/  Which  now  of 
these  three,  thinkest  thou,  was  neighbor  to 
him  that  fell  among  the  robbers?'  The  law- 
yer answered,  '  He  that  had  compassion  on 
him.'  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him,  c  Go  thou, 
and  do  likewise.' 

This  parable  shows  us  that  we  ought  to  do 
good  to  all  men,  as  we  have  opportunity. 
The  Samaritan  had  compassion  on  the  man 
who  had  been  robbed  and  wounded,  though 
he  knew  that  he  was  a  Jew,  with  whom  the 
Samaritans  were  not  on  friendly  terms.  From 
this  we  may  learn  how  we  ought  to  behave. 
When  we  see  any  one  in  distress,  we  ought 
to  help  him,  though  we  know  not  who  he  is, 
or  even  though  we  know  him  to  be  one  who 
has  injured  us.  Thus  only  shall  we  show 
ourselves  true  disciples  of  Jesus,  and  inherit 
that  eternal  life,  which  he  has  promised  to 
all  those  who  conform  themselves  to  his  pre- 
cepts. 
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THE  LAST  SUPPER. 

Jesus  rode  into  Jerusalem,  to  the  Temple, 
where  he  again  found  buyers  and  sellers,  and 
drove  them  with  their  cattle  out  of  the  court. 
The  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  the  greatest  ene- 
mies of  Jesus,  found  fault  with  him  because 
he  had  assumed  authority  to  turn  the  buyers 
and  sellers  out  of  the  court  of  the  Temple. 
He  told  them  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God, 
and  therefore  had  a  right  and  authority  to 
act  as  he  had  done.  He  reproved  them  for 
their  unbelief,  and,  in  parables  he  prophesied 
their  destruction. 

With  a  view  to  entrap  him  into  something 
offensive  to  their  Roman  rulers,  the  Scribes 
put  to  him  this  question: — Whether  it  was 
lawful  to  pay  tribute  to  the  emperor?  Jesus 
answered:  '  Render  unto  Caesar  the  things 
which  are  Caesar's,  and  unto  God  the  things 
which  are  God's.' , 

Jesus  taught  also  in  the  Temple  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul,  and  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  He  declared  the  love  of  God  and  of 
one's  neighbor  to  be  the  chief  command  of 
his   divine   doctrine.     He   spoke   of  the  de- 
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struction  of  the  Temple,  and  the  overthrow 
of  the  Jewish  kingdom;  and  taught  his  disci- 
ples, how  to  conduct  themselves  in  that  sea- 
son of  calamity  and  distress. 

The  Feast  of  the  Passover  drew  nigh. 
Jesus  commanded  his  disciples  to  provide  the 
repast.  He  partook  of  it  with  them,  and  said 
that  this  was  the  last  meal  which  they  should 
take  together.  Supper  being  ended,  Jesus 
rose  and  washed  the  feet  of  the  disciples  as 
they  sat  at  the  table.  Peter  signified  how 
much  Jesus  humbled  himself  before  them 
by  this  office  of  friendship;  but  Jesus  said: 
Learn  ye,  from  what  I  have  done  to  you,  so  to 
do  unto  one  another.5 

Jesus  again  sat  down  at  the  table,  and  as 
they  were  eating,  he  said,  l  Verily  I  say  unto 
you,  that  one  of  you  will  betray  me.5  And 
they  were  exceedingly  sorrowful,  and  began 
every  one  of  them  to  say  unto  him,  '  Lord, 
is  it  I?5  And  he  answering  said,  fHe  that 
dippeth  his  hand  with  me  in  the  dish,  the 
same  will  betray  me.  The  Son  of  Man  goeth, 
as  it  is  written  of  him;  but  wo  to  that  man  by 
whom  the  Son  of  Man  is  betrayed!  it  would 
have  been  better  for  that  man  if  he  had  not 
been  born.5     Then  Judas,  who  betrayed  him, 
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said  also,  'Master,  is  it  I?'     Jesus  said  unto 
him,  4  Thou  hast  said.' 

Then  Judas  went  out,  and  when  he  was 
gone,  Jesus  said,  '  Now  is  the  Son  of  Man 
glorified,  and  God  is  glorified  in  him.  My 
children,  I  have  now  but  a  little  time  to  be 
with  you.  Ye  will  seek  me,  and  as  I  said 
to  the  Jews,  '  Whither  I  go,  ye  cannot  come,' 
so  now  I  say  to  you.  A  new  commandment 
I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another;  as 
I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  an- 
other. By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  an- 
other. ' 

Simon  Peter  saith  unto  him,  i  Lord,  whither 
goest  thou?'  Jesus  answered  him,  '  Whither 
I  go,  thou  canst  not  follow  me  now,  but  thou 
wilt  follow  me  afterwards.'  Peter  said  unto 
him,  ■  Why  cannot  I  follow  thee  now?  I 
will  lay  down  my  life  for  thy  sake.'  Jesus 
answered  him,  '  Wilt  thou  lay  down  thy  life 
for  my  sake?  Verily  I  say  unto  thee,  the 
cock  shall  not  crow  till  thou  hast  denied  me 
thrice!'  But  he  spake  the  more  vehemently, 
6  Though  I  should  die  with  thee,  yet  will  I 
never  deny  thee.'  Likewise  also  said  they 
all. 

14 
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And  as  they  were  eating,  Jesus  took  the 
bread,  and  gave  thanks,  and  brake  it,  and 
gave  it  to  the  disciples,  saying,  '  Take,  eat; 
this  is  my  body,  which  is  given  [broken]  for 
you:  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.'  After 
the  same  manner,  when  he  had  taken  the  cup, 
and  given  thanks,  he  gave  it  to  them,  saying, 
'Drink  ye  all  of  it;  for  this  is  my  blood  of 
the  new  covenant,  which  is  shed  for  many 
for  the  remission  of  sins.' 

Jesus  here  directs  his  disciples  to  take 
bread  and  to  eat  it,  in  remembrance  of  his 
body  being  broken  for  their  sakes.  So  did 
he  also  direct  them  to  drink  wine,  as  a  sign 
or  symbol  which  would  remind  them  of  his 
blood,  which  was  shed  on  the  cross,  for  the 
salvation  of  men.  The  new  covenant,  or 
agreement,  here  spoken  of,  is  that  which  was 
established  between  God  and  man,  by  the 
mission,  death,  and  resurrection  of  Christ. 
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Then  went  Jesus  with  his  disciples  to  a 
place  called  Gethsemane,  and  he  said  unto 
them,    '  Stay  ye  here,  while  I  go  and  pray 
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yonder. '  And  he  took  with  him  Peter,  and  the 
two  sons  of  Zebedee;  and  he  began  to  be  sor- 
rowful and  oppressed  with  grief.  Then  said 
he  unto  them,  '  My  soul  is  exceedingly  sor- 
rowful, even  unto  death;  stay  ye  here,  and 
watch  with  me.' 

And  he  went  a  little  farther,  and  fell  on  his 
face  and  prayed,  saying,  '  O  my  Father,  if  it 
be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me;  never- 
theless, not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt.'  And 
he  returned  unto  the  disciples,  and  finding 
them  asleep,  he  said  unto  Peter,  'What! 
could  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  hour  ?  Watch 
and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation; 
the  spirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is 
weak.' 

He  went  away  again  the  second  time,  and 
prayed,  saying,  '  O  my  Father!  if  this  cup 
may  not  pass  away  from  me  except  I  drink 
it,  thy  will  be  done.'  And  he  came  and 
found  them  asleep  again,  for  their  eyes  were 
heavy.  And  he  left  them  and  went  away 
again,  and  prayed  the  third  time,  saying  the 
same  words.  Then  came  he  to  the  disciples, 
and  said  to  them,  c  Do  ye  still  sleep,  and  take 
your  rest?  Lo,  the  hour  is  at  hand,  when 
the   Son  of  Man  will   be  betrayed  into  the 
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hands  of  sinners.  Arise,  let  us  be  going;  lo, 
he  is  at  hand,  that  betray eth  me.' 

While  he  was  yet  speaking,  lo,  Judas,  one 
of  the  twelve,  came,  and  with  him  a  great 
multitude,  with  swords  and  staves,  from  the 
chief  priests  and  elders  of  the  people.  Now 
he  that  betrayed  him,  had  given  them  a 
sign,  saying,  c  Whomsoever  I  shall  kiss,  the 
same  is  he;  lay  hold  of  him.'  And  forth- 
with he  came  to  Jesus,  and  said,  c  Hail,  Mas- 
ter, and  kissed  him.5  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
'  Friend !  wherefore  art  thou  come  ?  ?  Then 
they  came,  and,  laying  hands  on  Jesus,  seized 
him. 

And  behold,  one  of  those  who  were  with 
Jesus,  stretched  forth  his  hand,  and  drew  his 
sword;  and  he  struck  a  servant  of  the  high 
priest's,  and  smote  off  his  ear.  But  Jesus 
said  unto  him,  '  Put  up  thy  sword  again  into 
its  place;  for  all  they  that  take  the  sword, 
shall  perish  by  the  sword.  Thinkest  thou 
that  I  cannot  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  he 
Would  give  me  more  than  twelve  legions  of 
angels?  But  then  how  would  the  Scriptures 
be  fulfilled,  which  declare,  that  thus  it  must 
be?'    And  he  touched  the  ear,  and  healed  it. 

In  that  same  hour  said  Jesus  to  the  multi- 
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tude,  cAre  ye  come  out  as  against  a  robber, 
with  swords  and  with  staves,  to  take  me?  I 
sat  daily  with  you  teaching  in  the  temple,  and 
ye  laid  no  hold  on  me.  But  all  this  has  been 
done,  that  the  writings  of  the  prophets  might 
be  fulfilled.5  Then  all  the  disciples  forsook 
him  and  fled. 


JESUS  BEFORE  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
PRIESTS. 

Jesus  was  carried  by  the  armed  men  be- 
fore Caiaphas,  the  high-priest,  where  the 
magistrates,  all  of  them  enemies  of  Jesus, 
were  assembled,  to  examine  him,  and  to  pro- 
nounce sentence  of  death  upon  him.  It  was 
already  midnight. 

Caiaphas,  the  high-priest,  then  asked  Jesus 
concerning  his  disciples  and  his  doctrine.  c  I 
have  always  taught  publicly,'  replied  Jesus: 
'thou  needest  but  ask  those  who  heard  me 
concerning  the  nature  of  my  doctrine;  they 
can  best  bear  witness  what  I  have  said.'  For 
this  answer,  one  of  the  officers  who  stood  by 
struck  Jesus  in  the  face,  and  this  outrage 
passed  unpunished  by  the  judges. 
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Two  false  witnesses  then  came  forward 
against  Jesus;  but  they  could  not  lay  any 
thing  criminal  to  his  charge,  and  their  evi- 
dence did  not  agree. 

Caiaphas  then  said  to  Jesus:  'I  adjure 
thee,  that  thou  tell  us  whether  thou  be  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God!5 

CI  am,3  replied  Jesus.  Caiaphas  wa& 
so  enraged  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  crying: 
e  This  man  hath  blasphemed  God;  what  need 
have  we  of  further  witnesses?  His  guilt  is 
proved.'  'He  is  a  blasphemer!'  exclaimed 
all  present.  c  He  deserves  the  punishment  of 
death ! '  When  this  sentence  was  pronounced, 
the  council  broke  up. 

Jesus  was  strictly  guarded  in  the  house  of 
Caiaphas.  The  servants  of  the  judges  treated 
him  barbarously,  spitting  in  his  face,  blindfold- 
ing him,  buffeting  him,  and  then  saying,  jeer- 
ingly:  '  Tell  us  who  it  was  that  smote  thee.* 
These  insults  and  ill  usage  Jesus  bore  with 
resignation. 

Peter  and  John  had  followed  their  divine 
Master,  into  the  court  of  the  house  where  Jesus 
was  confined,  to  see  what  should  befall  him. 
Both  were  full  of  sorrow  and  concern  for  their 
Master:  Peter  was  nevertheless  afraid  of  being 
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taken  for  his  disciple,  and  thrice  did  he  deny 
him,  on  being  asked  if  he  was  a  disciple  of 
Jesus, protesting  that  he  did  not  even  know  him. 

At  daybreak  the  next  morning  the  council 
again  assembled  to  pronounce  sentence  upon 
Jesus.  He  was  once  more  asked:  cArt  thou 
the  Messiah?'  and  again  he  answered:  'I 
am.'  They  then  agreed  unanimously  that  he 
must  die;  but  as  they  had  not  authority  to 
carry  this  sentence  into  execution,  because 
they  were  under  the  Roman  dominion,  they 
conducted  him  to  Pontius  Pilate,  who  was  then 
governor  and  supreme  Judge  of  Judea. 

As  Jesus  was  led  through  the  court  of  the 
house,  he  turned  and  looked  upon  Peter; 
and  Peter  remembered  the  words  which  his 
Lord  had  said  unto  him,  'Before  the  cock 
crow  thou  wilt  deny  me  thrice;5  and  he  went 
out,  and  wept  bitterly. 


JESUS  BROUGHT  FORTH  TO  THE  PEO- 
PLE BY  PILATE. 

The  members  of  the  council  charged  Jesus 
before  Pilate  with  seducing  the  people,  and 
forbidding  them  to  pay  tribute  to  the  emperor, 
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inasmuch  as  he  gave  himself  out  for  the  Mes- 
siah and  king.  This  accusation  was  so  fram- 
ed, as  to  make  it  appear  that  Jesus  denied  the 
authority  of  the  Roman  emperor,  to  whom  the 
Jews  were  subject. 

Pilate  therefore  asked  Jesus:  c Art  thou  the 
king  of  the  Jews?5  Jesus  answered:  '  I  am; 
but  my  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world;  it  is  not 
an  earthly  kingdom.  I  carne  into  the  world 
to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and 
to  bear  witness  to  the  truth.  Whoever  be- 
lieves that  is  my  subject/ 

Then  said  Pilate  to  the  accusers:  '  I  find  no 
fault  in  this  man.'  But  the  counsellors  per- 
sisted in  their  accusation,  saying:  'He  stir- 
reth  up  the  people-  by  his  doctrines,  from  Gal- 
ilee even  unto  this  city.' 

When  Pilate  heard  of  Galilee,  he  asked 
whether  the  man  was  a  Galilean?  And  when 
he  found  that  he  belonged  to  Herod's  juris- 
diction, he  sent  him  to  Herod,  who  himself 
also  was  then  at  Jerusalem. 

Herod  hoped  to  see  some  miracle  wrought 
by  him,  and  asked  him  various  questions;  but 
Jesus  returned  no  answer,  knowing  that  with 
him  any  defence  would  be  useless.  Herod 
mocked  and  reviled  him,  because  he  had  call- 
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«d  himself  king  of  the  Jews,  and  sent  him 
back  to  Pilate. 

Judas  now  saw,  when  too  late,  what  mis- 
chief he  had  done  by  his  treachery.  Racked 
by  the  pangs  of  remorse,  he  threw  the  money 
which  he  had  received  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Temple,  and  went  away  and  hanged  him- 
self in  despair. 

When  Jesus  was  again  brought  before  Pi- 
late, the  governor  said  to  his  accusers:  (  Her- 
od also  finds  no  fault  in  this  man:  I  will, 
therefore,  chastise  and  release  him.5 

At  the  Feast  of  the  Passover  it  was  custom- 
ary to  set  at  liberty  a  Jewish  criminal.  Pilate 
therefore  asked  the  people:  (  Whom  shall  I 
release  unto  you  at  the  Passover, — Jesus,  or 
Barabbas  the  murderer?'  The  people,  incited 
by  the  members  of  the  council,  cried  out: 
*  Release  Barabbas:  as  for  Jesus,  crucify  him 
— crucify  him!' 

Pilate  then  ordered  Jesus  to  be  bound  and 
scourged.  The  soldiers  made  a  scoff  of  Je- 
sus; they  stripped  off  his  clothes,  scourged 
him,  put  on  him  a  purple  robe,  set  a  crown 
of  thorns  upon  his  head,  and  put  a  reed  into 
liis  hand,  at  the  same  time  saluting  him  in 
mockery  as  a  king.      In  this   piteous   state,, 
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Pilate  caused  him  to  be  led  forth  to  the  peo- 
ple, in  order  to  awaken  their  compassion,  and 
said  to  them:     '  Behold  the  man!' 

Instead,  however,  of  pitying  the  innocent 
and  misused  Jesus,  the  priests,  their  servants, 
and  the  excited  people,  cried:  'Away  with 
him!  crucify  him!  If  thou  let  him  go,  thou 
art  not  Csesar's  friend!  He  hath  declared 
himself  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  thereby  de- 
served death.' 

Pilate  then  took  water,  washed  his  hands, 
and  said:  6  I  am  innocent  of  the  blood  of 
this  just  man!'  The  people  cried:  c  His 
blood  be  upon  us,  and  upon  our  children!' 
Pilate,  thereupon,  yielded  to  their  demand, 
and  ordered  Jesus  to  be  taken  away  and  cru- 
cified. 


JESUS  ON  THE  CROSS. 

The  soldiers  and  the  servants  of  the  law 
then  took  Jesus,  gave  him  back  his  usual 
garments,  put  on  him  a  purple  robe,  and  con- 
ducted him  to  Golgotha,  the  place  appointed 
for  the  crucifixion.  Jesus  was  forced  to  bear 
himself  the  heavy  cross;  but  being  unable  to 
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proceed  further  with  the  load,  the  centurion, 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  sentence, 
compelled  a  man  from  Cyrene,  named  Simon, 
to  carry  it  for  him. 

A  great  number  of  people  followed,  and 
among  them  many  women,  who  bewailed  and 
lamented  the  hard  fate  of  Jesus.  He  turned 
to  them,  and  said:  '  Weep  not  for  me ;  but  for 
yourselves  and  for  your  children.' 

Two  malefactors  were  led  forth  with  Je- 
sus to  be  put  to  death.  It  was  about  the  third 
hour,  or  nine  o'clock,  when  they  arrived  at 
the  place  of  execution.  Jesus  was  stripped 
of  his  garments;  he  was  fastened  to  the  cross 
by  nails  driven  through  his  hands  and  feet, 
and  it  was  then  erected  between  the  crosses 
of  the  two  malefactors.  Over  the  head  of  the 
Redeemer  was  placed  the  inscription:  Jesus 
op  Nazareth,  King  of  the  Jews. 

Amidst  his  sufferings  on  the  cross,  Jesus 

was  bitterly  reviled.     '  If  thou  be  the  Son  of 

God,'  cried  one   to  him,    '  come    down  from 

the  cross:   release  thyself.     He  hath  helped 

others,  himself  he  cannot  help.'     Jesus  made 

no  reply,  but,  raising  his  eyes  to  heaven,  he 

prayed,   '  Father,   forgive   them;    they  know 

not  what  they  do!' 

15 
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One  of  the  malefactors  also  railed  on  him, 
saying:  '  If  thou  be  the  Messiah,  save  thyself 
and  us.'  The  other  rebuked  him  for  this 
speech,  and  said  unto  Jesus:  'Lord,  remem- 
ber me  when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom.' 
Jesus  answered :  '  This  very  day  shalt  thou 
be  with  me  in  Paradise.5 

Around  the  cross  stood  the  mother  of  Je- 
sus, her  sister,  and  Mary  Magdalen.  Near 
them  was  John,  the  beloved  disciple  of  Jesus. 
Then  said  Jesus  to  his  mother:  '  Behold  there 
thy  son!'  and  to  the  disciple  he  said:  '  Behold 
thy  mother!'  From  that  hour  the  disciple 
took  her  to  his  own  home. 

By  this  time  it  was  the  sixth  hour,  or  noon. 
A  sudden  darkness  came  over  all  the  earth, 
and  lasted  till  the  ninth  hour.  Jesus  suffered 
extreme  agony;  his  death  approached.  He 
cried:  '  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  for- 
saken me?'  and  soon  afterwards,  he  said:  'I 
thirst.'  Some  one  gave  him  vinegar,  and 
when  he  had  tasted  it,  he  cried  with  a  loud 
voice:  c  All  that  I  was  ordained  by  my  heaven- 
ly Father  to  do  for  the  salvation  of  man,  is 
now  finished.  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  com- 
mend my  spirit!'  Then  Jesus  bowed  his  head, 
and  gave  up  the  ghost. 
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THE  SEPULCHRE  OF  JESUS. 

When  Jesus  had  died,  the  veil  of  the  Tem- 
ple was  rent  in  twain  from  top  to  bottom,  the 
earth  quaked,  and  the  rocks  were  riven.  The 
graves  opened,  and  many  of  the  dead  rose  out 
of  them,  and  appeared  to  their  families  and 
friends. 

The  centurion  and  all  those  who  were  with 
him  watching  near  the  cross,  overwhelmed 
with  fear  at  the  awful  events  which  attended 
the  death  of  Jesus, 4  exclaimed:  '  Truly  this 
was  the  Son  of  God!'  The  people,  too,  who 
had  been  present  at  the  crucifixion,  smote 
their  breasts,  and  returned  home  filled  with 
terror. 

That  the  bodies  might  not  remain  upon  the 
cross  on  the  Sabbath-day,  which  would  have 
been  contrary  to  the  law  of  Moses,  the  sol- 
diers, with  the  governor's  permission,  broke 
the  legs  of  the  two  malefactors,  that  they 
might  die  and  be  taken  away.  But  when 
they  came  to  Jesus  and  saw  that  he  was 
already  dead,  they  broke  not  his  legs.  A 
soldier,  however,  with  a  spear  pierced  his 
side,  and  from  the  wound  flowed  blood  and 
water — a  sure  sign  of  death. 
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In  the  evening,  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  a 
man  of  wealth  and  consequence,  and  a  secret 
disciple  of  Jesus,  went  to  Pilate  and  begged 
the  body  of  Jesus.  Pilate  wondered  that  he 
was  dead  already.  He  sent  to  the  centurion 
appointed  to  watch,  who  confirmed  the  report 
of  the  death  of  Jesus,  and  the  governor  then 
ordered  the  body  to  be  delivered  to  Joseph. 
Joseph  was  joined  by  Nicodemus,  who  brought 
a  hundred  pounds  weight  of  myrrh  and  aloes 
to  embalm  the  body,  which  they  wrapped  in 
grave-clothes. 

Not  far  from  the  place  of  crucifixion  there 
was  a  garden,  where  Joseph  had  caused  a  sep- 
ulchre, intended  for  himself,  to  be  hewn  out 
of  a  rock.  No  corpse  had  ever  yet  been  laid 
in  it.  Thither  the  body  of  Jesus  was  carried. 
Joseph  rolled  a  great  stone  before  the  sepul- 
chre and  went  away. 

The  high-priests  and  Pharisees,  the  ene- 
mies of  Jesus,  remembered  his  having  said 
that  he  should  rise  from  the  dead  on  the  third 
day.  They  feared  lest  his  disciples,  in  order 
to  make  it  appear  that  this  prediction  had 
been  fulfilled,  should  come  by  night,  secretly 
remove  the  body,  and  then  give  out  that 
Jesus    had    actually  risen    from    the    dead. 


JESUS    APPEARS    TO    HIS    DISCIPLES.  173 

They  went,  therefore,  to  Pilate,  begging  that 
the  sepulchre  might  be  strictly  watched  till 
the  third  day,  so  that  the  disciples  might  not 
have  access  to  it. 

Pilate  said  to  the  high-priests  and  Phari- 
sees: £  Make  the  sepulchre  as  secure  as  ye 
think  fit.  So  they  placed  a  watch  at  the  sepul- 
chre, and  sealed  the  stone  which  closed  the 
entrance.  Thus  did  the  body  of  Jesus  lie  in 
the  sepulchre  from  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
and  during  the  Sabbath,  till  the  third  day. 
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When  the  Sabbath  was  over,  Mary  Mag- 
dalen, Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  some 
other  women,  who  were  disciples  of  Jesus, 
purchased  spices  to  embalm  his  body.  Very 
early  on  the  morning  after  the  Sabbath,  before 
the  sun  had  risen,  when  it  was  yet  dark,  they 
went  to  the  sepulchre.  And  they  said  by  the 
way  to  one  another :  '  Who  will  roll  the  stone 
from  the  entrance  of  the  sepulchre  for  us?' 

When  they  had  come  to  the  sepulchre,  the 

stone   was    removed,    and  the    guard    gone. 

There  had  been  during  the  night  a  violent- 
ly* 
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earthquake,  and  an  angel  had  come  and  rolled 
away  the  stone,  and  seated  himself  upon  it. 
This  was  the  moment  when  Jesus  rose  from 
the  dead.  Those  who  kept  watch  were  ter- 
rified, and  fell  to  the  ground;  and  they  fled  to 
the  city;  and,  being  bribed  by  the  chief  priests 
and  elders,  they  reported,  that  while  they 
were  asleep  the  disciples  came  and  stole  the 
body  of  Jesus. 

When  Mary  Magdalen  saw  the  sepulchre 
open  and  empty,  she  hastened  back  to  the  city 
to  Peter  and  John,  sorrowfully  complaining 
that  the  body  of  the  Lord,  which  she  and  her 
companions  went  to  embalm,  had  been  taken 
away  from  the  sepulchre.  Peter  and  John 
ran  with  all  speed  to  the  spot,  and  they  also 
found  the  sepulchre  empty.  Meanwhile  the 
women  had  gone  into  the  sepulchre,  and  found 
that  the  body  of  Jesus  was  not  there;  but  they 
saw  two  young  men  in  shining  garments.  Af- 
frighted at  this  sight,  they  bowed  down  their 
faces  to  the  ground,  but  one  of  the  young  men 
said  to  the  women:  {  Be  not  afraid;  ye  seek 
Jesus,  who  was  crucified.  He  is  not  here, 
for  he  is  risen.  Come,  see  the  place  where 
he  hath  lain.  Now  go  quickly  and  tell  his 
disciples  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead;  and 
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behold,  he  is  gone  before  you  into  Galilee; 
there  ye  shall  see  him.' 

When  Mary  Magdalen  returned  from  the 
city,  she  stooped  down  weeping,  and  looked 
into  the  sepulchre.  There  she  also  saw  the 
two  youths  in  bright  garments,  who  said  to 
her:  (  Why  weepest  thou?'  She  answered: 
'  Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord, 
and  I  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him.5 
Turning  round  she  saw  Jesus,  without  know- 
ing him.  Supposing  him  to  be  the  gardener, 
she  said:  *  Sir,  hast  thou  taken  him  away?' 
Jesus  said  to  her  in  his  usual  voice:  '  Mary!' 
She  then  recognised  him,  and  exclaimed: 
'Master!'  She  would  have  embraced  him, 
but  Jesus  said:  'Touch  me  not:  go  to  my 
disciples  and  tell  them,  I  shall  soon  ascend  to 
my  Father  and  your  Father,  to  my  God  and 
your  God.' 

On  the  same  day  Jesus  appeared  to  two  of 
his  disciples  who  were  going  to  the  village  of 
Emmaus,  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Jerusa- 
lem. He  entered  into  conversation  with  them, 
but  they  knew  him  not.  He  accompanied  them 
into  the  house  at  which  they  were  to  tarry; 
sat  down  to  supper  with  them,  gave  thanks  to 
God,  took  bread,  broke  it  and  gave  it  to  them, 
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as  he  was  accustomed  to  do  with  his  disciples. 
Their  eyes  were  then  opened,  and  they  knew 
him,  and  joyfully  hastened  back  to  the  other 
disciples  to  inform  them  that  they  had  seen 
Jesus. 
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Soon  afterwards,  the  disciples  being  at  Je- 
rusalem, in  a  room  into  which  they  had  locked 
themselves  for  fear  of  the  enemies  of  their 
Master,  Jesus  appeared  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  saluted  them  with  the  words:  '  Peace 
be  unto  you!'  The  disciples  were  affrighted, 
and  supposed  that  they  saw  a  spirit:  but  Jesus 
said:  *  Behold  my  hands  and  my  feet;  and 
convince  yourselves  that  it  is  I  myself;'  and 
he  ate  of  the  fish  and  honey  which  the  disci- 
ples set  before  him. 

Thomas,  one  of  the  disciples,  who  was  then 
absent,  would  not  believe  what  the  others  re- 
lated to  him.  After  eight  days,  Jesus  again 
appeared  to  his  disciples,  when  Thomas  was 
with  them.  Turning  to  Thomas,  he  said: 
c  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  my 
hands;  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  put  it  into 
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the  wound  in  my  side ;  and  be  not  faithless,  but 
believe  that  I  am  risen.'  Thomas,  thorough- 
ly convinced,  exclaimed:  '  My  Lord  and  my 
God!'  Jesus  said:  '  Because  thou  hast  seen 
me,  thou  believest  my  resurrection:  blessed 
are  they  who  have  not  seen,  and  yet  believe.' 

Jesus  also  showed  himself  to  his  disciples  at 
the  sea  of  Tiberias,  where  they  were  fishing. 
On  this  occasion,  he  asked  Peter  three  times 
if  he  loved  him;  and  Peter  each  time  answer- 
ed:    '  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee.' 

One  day,  the  eleven  apostles,  and  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  other  disciples,  were  assem- 
bled on  a  mountain  fn  Galilee.  Jesus  appear- 
ed to  them  and  said:  '  Go  ye  forth  into  all 
the  world,  teaching  all  nations,  and  baptising 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Teach  them  to 
observe  all  those  things  which  I  have  com- 
manded you.' 

Jesus  appeared  to  them  again  at  Jerusalem, 
and  enjoined  them  to  tarry  there  till  they 
should  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high. 

On  the  fortieth  day  after  the  resurrection, 
Jesus  led  his  disciples  as  far  as  Bethany;  he 
lifted  up  his  hands,  and  while  he  was  bless- 
ing them,  he  was  parted  from  them,  and  car- 
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ried  up  into  heaven.  A  cloud  concealed  him 
from  their  sight.  The  disciples  continued  to 
gaze  after  him;  and  while  they  were  looking 
steadfastly  to  heaven,  two  men  in  white  appa- 
rel accosted  them,  and  said:  c  Ye  men  of 
Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven? 
Jesus,  who  is  taken  up  from  you,  shall  come 
in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into 
heaven.' 

The  disciples  returned  to  Jerusalem  with 
great  joy,  praising  and  blessing  God. 


PAUL  BEFORE  FESTUS,  THE  GOVER- 
NOR, AND  KING  HEROD  AGRIPPA. 

Saul  was  born  at  Tarsus,  of  Jewish  pa- 
rents, and  instructed  by  the  Jewish  teacher, 
Gamaliel,  in  the  law  of  Moses.  Full  of  zeal 
for  his  religion,  this  ardent  young  man  was  a 
bitter  enemy  to  the  Christians;  and,  furnished 
with  the  authority  of  the  council,  he  journey- 
ed from  Jerusalem  to  Damascus,  to  search 
for  Christians  in  that  city,  and  to  throw  them 
into  prison. 

When  he  was  not  far  from  Damascus,  a 
light  from  heaven  suddenly  shone  round  about 
him,  and  he  fell,  as  if  struck  by  lightning,  to 
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the  earth.  At  the  same  time,  he  heard  a 
voice  crying:  'Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutes! 
thou  me?5  Saul,  overwhelmed  with  fear, 
asked:  'Lord,  who  art  thou?'  The  voice 
answered:  '  I  am  Jesus,  whom  thou  persecut- 
est.  Arise,  go  into  the  city,  and  it  shall  be 
told  thee  what  thou  must  do.5  Those  who 
journeyed  with  him  stood  in  speechless  amaze- 
ment, hearing  a  voice,  but  seeing  no  man, 
When  Saul  arose  from  the  earth,  though  his 
eyes  were  opened,  he  could  not  see:  his  com- 
panions, therefore,  led  him  by  the  hand  to 
Damascus.  Three  days  he  continued  blind, 
and  did  neither  eat  nor  drink. 

There  was  at  Damascus  a  certain  disciple, 
called  Ananias.  Him  the  Lord  commanded 
in  a  vision  to  go  to  Saul,  and  to  put  his  hand 
upon  him.  Ananias,  in  obedience  to  this 
command,  went  to  Saul,  and  said  to  him: 
'  Brother  Saul,  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  appeared 
to  thee  on  thy  way  hither,  hath  sent  me  to 
thee,  that  thou  mayest  receive  thy  sight,  and 
be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost5  At  that  mo- 
ment it  was  as  if  scales  fell  from  the  eyes  of 
Saul:  he  received  sight  forthwith,  and  was 
baptized.  Filled  with  the  holy  spirit  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  number  of  the  apostles,  he 
16 
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began  to  preach  the  doctrine  of  Jesus,  and 
that  he  was  the  Son  of  God.  He  was  strength- 
ened more  and  more  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
confounded  the  Jews,  proving  to  them  that 
Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah. 

The  Jews  were  so  enraged  at  this,  that  they 
took  council  to  kill  him.  They  lay  in  wait 
day  and  night,  at  the  gates  of  the  city,  to  seize 
him;  but  the  disciples  concealed  him,  and  let 
him  down  by  night  over  the  wall,  in  a  basket. 

As  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  he  assumed 
the  name  of  Paul.  He  journeyed  to  Athens, 
Corinth,  Ephesus,  Antioch,  Galatia,  Phrygia, 
and  other  provinces,  propagating  the  faith  in 
Jesus,  and  performing  miracles.  Preaching 
in  the  Temple,  after  his  return  to  Jerusalem, 
the  people  seized,  and  would  have  put  him  to 
death,  had  he  not  been  rescued  from  their 
hands  by  the  Roman  soldiers.  As  the  Jews 
in  Jerusalem  were  bent  on  taking  his  life,  the 
chief  officer  of  the  troops  sent  him  away  at 
night,  with  a  strong  escort,  to  the  governor 
at  Caesarea.  There  Paul  cleared  himself  be- 
fore Felix,  the  governor,  from  all  the  charges 
preferred  against  him;  but  he  was  detained 
in  prison  upwards  of  two  years. 

Festus,   the   successor    of   Felix,    caused 
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Paul  to  be  brought  before  him,  as  fresh  ac- 
cusers had  come  down  from  Jerusalem.  In 
an  energetic  speech,  Paul  refuted  all  their 
charges,  and  appealed  to  the  emperor.  King 
Agrippa,  and  his  sister  Berenice,  were  desi- 
rous to  see  and  hear  the  apostle.  Before 
them,  also,  he  vindicated  himself  so  effectual- 
ly, that  Agrippa  and  Festus  said:  '  This  man 
hath  done  nothing  worthy  of  bonds  or  death.' 


PAUL'S  VOYAGE  FROM  CESAREA  TO 
ROME. 

Although  Paul  was  a  Jew,  he  had  the 
rights  of  a  Roman  citizen;  and  one  of  these 
rights  was,  that  a  man  who  had  been  accused 
of  any  crime  might  demand  that  he  should  be 
taken  to  Rome,  and  tried  before  the  Emperor 
himself.  When,  therefore,  Paul  saw  that  he 
had  no  chance  of  a  fair  hearing  from  his  own 
countrymen  the  Jews,  he  appealed  to  Caesar 
the  Roman  Emperor,  and  accordingly  he  was 
sent  off  in  a  ship  along  with  some  other  pris- 
oners, and  a  centurion  to  take  charge  of  them. 
They  sailed  from  Caesarea,  and  after  touch- 
ing at  Sidon,    and  passing  by  Cyprus,  they 

landed   at   Mvra   in   Mysia.      Thence   they 
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sailed  in  another  ship  to  the  Fair  Havens  in 
Crete,  and  soon  afterwards,  as  they  were 
trying  to  reach  Phcenice,  another  town  in 
the  same  island,  where  there  was  a  better 
harbor  to  winter  in,  they  were  overtaken  by 
a  violent  storm.  When  they  had  lost  all  hope 
of  being  saved,  Paul  comforted  them  by  say- 
ing, '  Sirs,  ye  should  have  hearkened  unto 
me,  and  not  have  loosed  from  Crete ;  then  ye 
would  have  avoided  this  harm  and  loss.  And 
now  I  exhort  you  to  be  of  good  cheer;  for 
there  shall  be  no  loss  of  any  man's  life  among 
you,  but  only  of  the  ship.  For  there  stood 
by  me  this  night  an  angel  of  that  God,  whose 
I  am,  and  whom  I  serve,  saying,  e  Fear  not, 
Paul;  thou  must  be  brought  before  Caesar; 
and  lo  God  hath  given  thee  all  those  that  sail 
with  thee. '  Wherefore,  sirs,  be  of  good  cheer ; 
for  I  believe  God,  that  it  shall  be  even  as  it 
was  told  me.  Yet  we  must  be  cast  upon  a 
certain  island.' 

Accordingly  they  were  cast  upon  the  island 
of  Malta,  and  Luke,  who  accompanied  the 
Apostle  Paul,  gives  us  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  there  received, 
and  of  the  rest  of  the  voyage,  and  the  journey 
to  Rome. 
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'The  barbarous  people,5  he  says,  f  showed 
us  no  little  kindness,  for  they  kindled  a  fire, 
and  received  us,  every  one,  because  of  the 
present  rain  and  the  cold.  And  when  Paul 
had  gathered  a  bundle  of  sticks,  and  laid 
them  on  the  fire,  there  came  a  viper  out  of 
the  heat,  and  fastened  on  his  hand.  And 
when  the  barbarians  saw  the  venomous  beast 
hang  on  his  hand,  they  said  among  themselves, 
c  No  doubt  this  man  is  a  murderer,  whom, 
though  he  has  escaped  the  sea,  yet  vengeance 
sufFereth  not  to  live.'  But  he  shook  off  the 
beast  into  the  fire,  and  felt  no  harm.  How- 
beit  they  looked,  expecting  that  he  would 
soon  swell,  or  fall  down  dead;  but  after  they 
had  waited  a  great  while,  and  saw  no  harm 
come  to  him,  they  changed  their  minds,  and 
said  that  he  was  a  god. 

c  In  the  same  neighborhood  were  possess- 
ions of  the  chief  man  of  the  island,  whose 
name  was  Publius.  He  received  us,  and  en- 
tertained us  kindly  for  three  days.  And  it 
came  to  pass  that  the  father  of  Publius  lay 
sick  of  a  fever,  to  whose  house  Paul  went, 
and  prayed,  and  laid  his  hands  on  him,  and 
healed  him.  So  when  this  was  done,  others 
also,  who  had  diseases   in  the  island,  came 
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and  were  healed;  who  also  made  us  many- 
presents,  and  when  we  departed,  they  laded 
the  ship  with  such  things  as  were  necessary. ' 

e  After  three  months  we  departed  in  a  ship 
of  Alexandria,  which  had  wintered  in  the 
island,  and  the  sign  of  which  was  Castor  and 
Pollux.  And  landing  at  Syracuse,  we  tar- 
ried there  three  days.  From  thence,  having 
coasted  along,  we  came  to  Rhegium;  and  af- 
ter one  day,  the  south  wind  blew,  and  we 
came  the  second  day  to  Puteoli:*  there  we 
found  brethren,  and  when  we  had  tarried 
with  them  seven  days,  as  they  desired,  we 
went  forward  to  Rome.  From  thence,  when 
the  brethren  heard  of  us,  they  came  to  meet 
us  as  far  as  Appii  Forum,  and  the  Three  Tav- 
erns; whom  when  Paul  saw,  he  thanked  God 
and  took  courage. 

e  When  we  came  to  Rome,  the  centurion 
delivered  the  other  prisoners  to  the  captain 
of  the  body-guard;  but  Paul  was  allowed  to 
dwell  by  himself,  with  a  soldier  who  guarded 
him.  And  he  dwelt  two  whole  years  in  his 
own  hired  house,  and  received  all  that  came 
in  unto  him,  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  teaching  those  things  which  concern  the 

*  A  town  in  Italy,  near  to  Naples,  now  called  Pozznoli. 


CONCLUSION    OF    THE    HISTORY.  189 

Lord  Jesus   Christ,   with  all  confidence,  no 
man  forbidding  him.' 
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Luke,  who  wrote  the  book  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  does  not  tell  us  any  thing  further 
respecting  Paul.  But  we  are  informed  by 
other  Christian  writers,  that  he  was  twice 
imprisoned  at  Rome,  and  that  he  was  put  to 
death  at  the  conclusion  of  his  second  impris- 
onment. This  event  took  place  in  the  perse- 
cution raised  by  the  wicked  emperor,  Nero, 
who  had  set  the  city  on  fire,  in  a  fit  of  drunk- 
enness, and  then,  to  conceal  his  crime,  charg- 
ed it  on  the  Christians. 

The  Apostle  Peter  was  put  to  death  at 
Rome  about  the  same  time  with  Paul;  but  we 
do  not  know  so  much  of  his  history,  nor  of 
that  of  the  other  Apostles,  as  we  do  of  Paul's. 
James,  the  relative  of  Jesus,  lived  chiefly  at 
Jerusalem,  and  had  much  authority  in  the 
church;  and  John  settled  at  Ephesus,  and 
lived  there  to  a  great  age.  We  are  told  that 
when  he  was  old  and  feeble,  and  could  no 
longer  walk  to  the  church,  he  used  to  be  car- 
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ried  thither,  and  to  say,  c  My  children,  love? 
one  another.' 

These  all  died  in  faith,  not  having  received 
the  fulfilment  of  God's  promises,  but  having 
seen  it  afar  off,  and  being  persuaded  of  it, 
and  embracing  it,  and  confessing  that  they 
were  but  strangers  and  pilgrims  upon  earth. 
They  endured  sufferings  and  death,  trusting 
in  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  said, 
'I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life;  he  that 
believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  shall 
yet  live.'  They  trusted  in  Jesus,  whom  they 
had  seen  after  he  rose  from  the  dead,  and 
they  believed  that  they  also  would  be  raised, 
and  be  recompensed  in  heaven  for  all  their 
pains  and  labors. 

Let  us  then  follow  their  good  example,  and 
that  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  be 
holy,  harmless,  and  separate  from  sinners; 
let  us  be  steadfast  and  immovable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  since  we 
know  that  our  labor  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord. 
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